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Living in Spain
GEOGRAPHY OF SPAIN

The Kingdom of Spain is located on the Iberian Peninsula in south-western Europe, with 
archipelagos in the Atlantic Ocean (Canary Islands) and Mediterranean Sea (Balearic 
Islands), and several small territories on and near the north African coast, Ceuta and 
Melilla, in continental North Africa.

COMMUNITY OF MADRID 

The Community of Madrid is one of the seventeen autonomous communities (regions) of 
Spain. It is located at the centre of the country and the Castilian Central Plateau (Meseta
Central). 

MADRID, CAPITAL OF SPAIN

Madrid is the capital of Spain and the largest municipality, referred to as the Community of Madrid. The 
population of the city is almost 3.2 million with a metropolitan area population of approximately 6.5 
million. 

The city is located on the Manzanares River in the centre of both the country and the Community of 
Madrid (which comprises the city of Madrid, and the extended suburbs and villages).

As the capital city of Spain, seat of government, and residence of the Spanish monarch, Madrid is also 
the political, economic and cultural centre of Spain.
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LOCATION OF ACCOMMODATION

Personnel who are accompanied by their families are accommodated in the Alcobendas 
area of Madrid. Some are located at the Encinar de los Reyes, and others at the Soto de la 
Moraleja. 

La Moraleja (El Encinar and El Soto) is a residential neighbourhood in the town of 
Alcobendas, northwest of Madrid. It is a very safe area where you can enjoy a relaxed 
atmosphere. 

British personnel serving unaccompanied are accommodated in Sanchinarro. The flats are 
located at Calle de María Tudor. Sanchinarro is a new area very close to El Encinar and El 
Soto and close to Madrid city centre.

As you can see on the map, all of the British community live near each other. For 
reference, Torrejon Air Base is also shown:

TORREJON AIR BASE

SINGLE PERS ACCOM
MARRIED PERS ACCOM
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SPANISH CLIMATE AND TIMETABLES 

Spain is one of the warmest countries in Europe. Spain has a predominantly warm 
Continental and Mediterranean climate, with dry summers and winters with balanced 
temperatures. Here you can enjoy more than 3,000 hours of sunshine per year. 

Madrid weather is normally very hot in summer and cold in winter and normally very dry.  
Rain is most likely in spring and autumn.
The time zone on the Spanish mainland is (GMT) + 1 hour. And the Canary Islands is the 
same as GMT.

Spain changes its time between summer and winter for daylight saving. This means that 
the last weekend in October the clocks go back 1 hour and the last weekend in March they 
go forward 1 hour.
Timetables in Spain are different than in the UK. Lunch is around 2 or 3 pm and normally 
the main meal.  Dinner occurs quite late, about 9 or 10 at night.



PUBLIC HOLIDAYS IN SPAIN 2020

Certain dates are designated public holidays in Spain, and these may be national, regional or local. 

The following are the national public holidays for 2019:

1st January: New Year's Day.

6th January: Epiphany. 

9th April: Maundy Thursday 

10th April: Good Friday.

1st May: Labour Day.

2nd May: Community of Madrid holiday.

15th May: Public Holiday (only for Madrid).

15th August: the Assumption of the Virgin Mary.

12th October: Spain's National Holiday.

1st November: All Saints' Day.

6th December: Spanish Constitution Day.

8th December: Immaculate Conception of Mary.

25th December: Christmas Day.

British personnel will follow the Spanish Public Holidays.

Holidays may vary on different dates each year.
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