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Pets and Registering Dogs

If you wish to bring a cat or dog into Belgium, the animal must have been 
vaccinated for rabies at least 30 days, but no more than 12 months prior to its entry. 
Proof of examination must be presented at the border. 

Before you bring a new pet into your home you must ask permission and register 
the dog at the Housing Office on your application for your SFA. 
D.I.O: Civ: 0032 (0) 65444620
Mil: 4620

Certain breeds of dogs are banned, for example: Pit Bulls, Staffordshire Bull terriers 
and American Staffordshire Terriers. 

For current, up to date information and advice about travelling with pets please visit: 
https://www.gov.uk/take-pet-abroad

Dog walking rules Belgium

In Belgium and Brussels the rules around walking your dog are the same for every 
green space in the region. Dogs are allowed if and only if they are kept on a leash. 
Regarding their presence in children’s playgrounds, a leash is mandatory. Free 
running zones:

In certain green spaces, free running zones are marked off so that your dog can be 
off leash. There’s one condition, you must have very good control of your dog. In 
the Brussels region, the Soignes Forest calls for dog owners to have a certain level 
of discipline. Basically, in order to protect the wildlife and plants in the woods, your 
dog is allowed to run free in certain areas (parts of Bois de la Cambre, the Rouge-
Cloitre, Groenendaal, Tervuren Park), under the condition that he is completely 
under control. The forest reserves and the Natura zones 2000 are prohibited to 
dogs. Also, no one can let their dog go without having liability insurance. 

Wherever you like to walk your dog, keep your eyes peeled for the panels that 
indicate leash free areas.
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