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The options for schooling are to board or use local schools. There are no SCE (Service 
Children’s Education) facilities here. Local provision includes a European school, an 
International school and a British school used by the large expatriate community based in 
northern Italy. Some contingent members have successfully used local Italian nursery school 
facilities.

The NSE is your first point of call for additional advice to that shown below.  In addition, your 
sponsor or Community Liaison Officer can provide you with details of individuals with 
experience of the local schools.

You must inform NSE about your schooling choices, as soon as possible preferably before 
arrival so that all paperwork can be completed, i.e. enrolment, authorisation for payment etc.  
In addition, please be aware:
1. The academic year is September through to July but the children are admitted into the 

school year for their correct calendar year of birth, this therefore often results in 
children entering different equivalent academic years than they would do under the 
British system. 

2. Most, if not all, local schools do not wear school uniform.
3. Formal schooling starts in the September of the calendar year your child turns 6.  

There are then 5 years of primary school.
4. MOD funding will cover full time education for all children from the beginning of the 

academic year following their 4th birthday, in accordance with full time school provision 
in the UK.

The Schooling Options
The European School of Varese (ages 4 to 18)  
https://www.eurscva.eu/en/home/
Via Montello 118
Casella Postale 287
21100
Varese



The MOD has negotiated a contract with the European School in Varese for all service 
children moving into the area.  This is a private school for boys & girls with 1,300 pupils 
between the ages of 4 and 18 attending the school and classes are in English.  If your child is 
in senior school, be aware that he/she will need to be bilingual from 14-15 years old, as many 
lessons are taken in their second language.  The school does not enter pupils for GCSE 
examinations; they sit the European Baccalaureate.

The school provides a comprehensive bus service across Varese.  There is a spreadsheet of 
stops and timetables available.  The journey time from any of the pick-up points nearest to 
the MOD houses should be no more than 15 minutes.  The telephone no. to find the best pick 
up point suited to your needs and arrange transport is +39 0332 893 028.

Further details about the school are available on its website which is mostly in English.  The 
school requires an application form to be completed for each pupil.  This requests basic 
family details and information regarding previous education.  A summary of the Terms and 
Conditions of admission must also be signed.  Along with these forms the following are 
required:  

1. Birth certificate or a certified copy.
2. Certificate of immunisations or a certified copy (a copy of the relevant page from the 

child’s ‘Red Health Book’ is sufficient).
3. A certificate signed by a doctor confirming that the child is fit to attend school and is 

free from infectious disease.  If needs be, this can be arranged when you arrive – see 
the GP information.

4. A copy of the last schools’ report, especially if the child had been promoted a year.
5. A passport-sized photo must be attached to the application form.

The School Calendar can be found at:
https://www.eurscva.eu/en/home/documents-and-links/official-texts/

International School of Como
https://www.iscomo.com/
International School of Como
Via Adda 25
22073 Fino Mornasco CO

https://www.eurscva.eu/en/home/documents-and-links/official-texts/


Further away, the IS Como accepts pupils aged 3 to 18 to follow the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years, Middle Years and Diploma programmes. Teaching is in 
English. Currently, they do not offer the IGCSE. There is a limited bus service from 
Castronno only families living in Varese drive the children to the bus stop for collection and 
drop off. 

The School Calendar can be found at:
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1593091419/inspirededucouk/cb4yhdtghz8rfhgc2o4d/I
SCschoolyearcalendar2020-2021.pdf

Secondary School – Sir James Henderson School in Milan 
https://www.britishschoolmilan.com/
Rated ‘Excellent’ by UK government inspectors, the BSM is unique in Milan. They offer an 
exclusively British system of education, following the English National Curriculum from the 
ages of 3 to 16, with IGCSE in Year 11 (not offered by the European School or the IS Como) 
and the International Baccalaureate Diploma (IB) in the Sixth Form. For those at A-Level age 
it may be the best option due to the fact it delivers the International Baccalaureate which is 
more widely recognised than the European Baccalaureate. This school will be the most 
recognisable to UK students.  Further research will be necessary on your part with advice 
freely available from the NSE and other current contingent members, but considerations such 
as the distance and density of traffic/train journeys do need to be considered, for the daily 
commute which can be up to an hour each way by train.  (Direct trains depart from Varese or 
Gallerate a change to the Metro is required). The school are aware of the lengthy commute 
and do take this into consideration.

Pre-School
Italian children start primary school (“scuola elementare”) aged 6.  Each commune usually 
offers numerous “asili di nido” or “scuole materne”.  The former generally take children from a 
few months old to 3 and the latter from 3 to 6. Some are state run, others are private.  
Providing a nursery meets the criteria all 3 year old children will be covered by the Nursery 
Allowance Scheme (ISODET, 20 Hrs per week allowed).

The School Calendar can be found at:
https://www.britishschoolmilan.com/about/calendar

Piccola England is a bilingual pre-school that has served the Contingent well over the years, 
but several families have preferred to find local options to avoid the commute into Varese.
Piccola England –
www.scuolapiccolaengland.it

Viale Monte Rosa 34
Casbeno
21100
Varese

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1593091419/inspirededucouk/cb4yhdtghz8rfhgc2o4d/ISCschoolyearcalendar2020-2021.pdf
https://www.britishschoolmilan.com/
https://www.britishschoolmilan.com/about/calendar


Vaccinations

Vaccines against the following diseases are mandatory school children in Italy:
Polio
Diptheria
Tetanus
Hepatitis B
Haemophilus Influenza B
Measles
Mumps
Rubella
Whooping Cough
Chickenpox

Whilst most of these vaccinations are also on the UK vaccination schedule Hepatitis B is not 
offered in every area of the UK routinely. As it is within the schedule it is possible for this 
vaccination to be given through the NHS and your usual GP. Informing the school if your child 
has already experienced chicken pox should be sufficient.



DCYP EDUCATIONAL SUITABILITY REVIEW – VARESE AREA
This report outlines the provision of schooling at the: 
• European School, Varese
• International School of Como
• The British school of Milan Sir James Henderson

The schools were visited by a member of the Global Education Team from DCYP.  The visit 
consisted of a desktop review prior to visit, a meeting with families and discussions with the 
local command.  Each school visit consisted of a tour of the school, discussions with the 
senior leadership teams and teaching staff.  Lessons were observed (including a selected 
book scrutiny) and discussions with pupils. 

The following summarises the key findings of this review:
The schooling visited whilst in Varese are suitable for providing education to service children.  
Each school have several positives which make them appropriate, but consideration should 
be given to travel time and the age and stage of children.  Although the schooling is good, 
and the European School of Varese is close for some families this may not suit all.  The 
emphasis on a second language to complete half of the curriculum could have an effect of 
those with limited previous experience of a second language.  That said the schools provides 
a ‘Students Without a Language’ (SWALS) programme to support children in this situation.  
Those children likely to attend at a critical stage of their education may wish to look at the 
other schools or seek boarding schools in the UK.  
SFA allocation and available transport to Como has appealed to many families as has the 
good reputation of the school.  The school communicates with families exceptionally well and 
have been very supportive of children attending the school.  The travel by bus (which is 
considerable) should be considered in relation to the DfE guidance:



34. As a general guide, transport arrangements should not require a child to make several changes on 
public transport resulting in an unreasonably long journey time. Best practice suggests that the maximum 
each way length of journey for a child of primary school age to be 45 minutes and for secondary school 
age 75 minutes, but these should be regarded as the maximum. For children with SEN and/or disabilities, 
journeys may be more complex and a shorter journey time, although desirable, may not always be 
possible. 

Taken from: Home to school travel and transport guidance Statutory guidance for local authorities

The International school in Milan offers many benefits equalling the other schools but with the 
disadvantage of train travel being the only way to access this setting.  This would be 
unsuitable for younger children but a strong option for older children.  This school mirrors the 
UK system closely and so the transition both in and out of the school would be straight 
forward.  As with usual educational advice moving during GCSE or sixth form study is not 
recommended.     

Educational Suitability Reviews are not designed to promote schools or settings, but to 
assess the suitability of available educational provision.  An ESR report is a resource which 
parents can refer to in helping them make informed choices.  Due to the changing nature of 
schools, parents should ensure that they feel confident that any school they choose can meet 
the needs of their children.  This is particularly important if your child has additional needs.

The outcome of this review is that: -
• All the schools visited are suitably equipped to deliver education to children of service 

personnel. 
• Consideration should be given to the long journey times for Como and Milan schools.
• The school in Varese offers the European Baccalaureate which delivers a 
considerable percentage of its curriculum in a second language.  This may suit younger 
children or those older children with an aptitude in languages. In contrast those that do not 
have a second language may find the Varese school difficult to integrate into quickly.  Varese 
has made accommodations for service children in the past for those with limited second 
language skills. 
• The Milan school offers the most UK aligned curriculum.  

Timeframe for review of report:
3-5 years if changes take place within the schools or SFA allocation changes considerably.  

Distribution list: EJSU, CEAS team, DCYP safeguarding team



European School, Varese

Background to school
The school was founded in 1960 in Varese.  Its primary purpose is to provide an education to 
the children of European Union staff posted to one of the three institutes of the European 
Commission's Joint Research Centre located in the nearby town of Ispra.  The school 
provides education from 4 to 18 across the site and with distinct areas for each age group.  
The school has three sections; a two-year nursery school, a 5-year primary school, and a 7-
year secondary school.  
Address: European School of Varese
Via Montello, 118, 21100 Varese VA, Italy
Links to websites:
School website - https://www.eurscva.eu/en/home/
European Baccalaureate website - https://www.eursc.eu/en

Curriculum
The school follows the European baccalaureate, which is different from the International 
Baccalaureate, with a greater focus on languages.  The school has five language sections 
German, English, French, Dutch and Italian. Pupils work towards completion of The 
European Baccalaureate diploma. It certifies the completion of secondary studies in a 
European School.  It is officially recognised as an entry qualification for Higher Education in 
all countries of the European Union. European Baccalaureate diploma holders enjoy the 
same rights and benefits as other holders of secondary school-leaving certificates in their 
countries, including the same right as nationals with equivalent qualifications to seek 
admission to any university or institution of tertiary education within the European Union. 

https://www.eurscva.eu/en/home/
https://www.eursc.eu/en


Vocational/ academic
The vocational element of the school follows a similar structure across each language area.  
In Primary (Years 1-5) the subjects are:
English, (SWALS (students without a language) session), Mathematics, Language 2, Music, 
Art, Physical education, Discovery of the World, European Hours, Religion / Ethics, 
Recreation

Secondary Provision- In Secondary area the subjects develop over the seven years.  The 
first three years, pupils follow a common curriculum, mostly taught in their mother tongue.  In 
year 2 of secondary, Latin is offered as an option. In year 3, pupils who have previously learnt 
Latin in year 2 continue their studies. For other pupils, ICT is offered as an option. Pupils 
study human sciences, religion or ethics in their first foreign language.  In years 4 and 5 the 
compulsory course in integrated science is subdivided into physics, chemistry and biology, 
and pupils may choose between the advanced or the normal course in maths. Other options 
include economics, a third foreign language and Ancient Greek. 
Years 6 and 7 form a unit which leads to the European Baccalaureate. Although there is a 
core of compulsory subjects, including their mother tongue, Language 2, mathematics, a 
science, philosophy, physical education, history and geography, students can then choose 
from other subject options.
Reporting
Pupils are regularly assessed, and reports are issued three to four times a year.  Assessment 
is based on both coursework and examinations.  The Board of Governors decide whether a 
pupil may move up to the year above at the end of the school year. 
SEND
As with any school parents should contact the school as soon as they consider a posting to 
assess if a school can address their child’s needs.  Parents should also contact CEAS for 
further advice.
Quality assurance
Inspections.  Schools are assessed by the Chairman of the European Baccalaureate and 
their national inspectors.  

Staffing levels- There are a number of English or UK trained staff.  Due to the nature of the 
school the staffing is a mix of nationalities.  
Facilities 
The classrooms in most areas are of a good size and the teaching stages are separated 
across the school.  The nursery area is fenced off with a number of staff on duty during play 
times. 
The school has a large sports area and outdoor spaces.  The campus is very pleasant with a 
mixture of buildings and open spaces.  Some areas of the school are a little tired but perfectly 
functional. 



Uniform. There is no set uniform within the school. 
Security The school site is accessed by a manned gate that notifies the main building of 
visitors.  To access buildings there is an electronic entry system.
For school fees visit school website. 

Summary of visit to the European School, Varese:
The school offers many benefits to pupils particularly those who are bilingual or young 
enough to adapt to a bilingual teaching environment. Potential risks would be putting children 
into the school with little to no second language skills.  This school could be a good choice for 
those parents seeking a truly international experience for their children.  Those based in the 
centre of Varese would find this school the most convenient to access.

The International School of Como

Background to school.
The International School of Como opened in 2002. In 2006 it was accredited by the International 
Baccalaureate Organization for the Primary Years Program (PYP) and the Middle Years Program was 
opened in 2009.  Accreditation for summer programs for secondary school students was received in 
2012.  The school is part of the Inspired group of schools which includes three schools in the UK.  
This is a network of schools across the world with over 64 educational settings.  The school is 
approximately 26km from the centre of Varese and is usually accessed via bus for service families.  
When visiting Varese, a number of parents spoke about the school in an informal coffee morning.  
They were all very positive about the school with particular focus on parental engagement, reporting 
and pastoral support.  The school had also invited parents in to talk with teachers about their 
experiences of service life.  
Address: The International School of Como, Via Adda, 25 22025 Fino Mornasco (CO)

Useful links:
School website- https://www.iscomo.com/

International Baccalaureate.  The International Baccalaureate is a widely recognised qualification 
with Como offering the Primary Years Programme, the Middle Years Programme and the Diploma 
Programme.  If completing the IB students should not find any difficulty in obtaining university 
entrance in the UK or abroad.  Due to the length of typical posting parents should consider the age/ 
stage of their children when transitioning back to the UK. It’s always important to consider if children 
are planning to complete GCSEs in the UK.  Contact CEAS for further information. 

https://www.eurscva.eu/en/home/admission
https://inspirededu.com/
https://www.iscomo.com/
https://www.ibo.org/


Curriculum
Structure delivery
Early years- The school uses the Italian Reggio Approach.  Focussing on three aims:  
Elaborating their understanding through all expressive, creative, verbal and mathematical 
languages.  Creating natural connections between mathematics, science, digital technology 
and the expressive arts.  Finally making a full immersion in an English language context.

Elementary- The school follows The Primary Years Programme (PYP) from the IB
Middle school- (secondary 11-16) This follows the Middle Years Programme (IBMYP).  The 
eight subject areas are, Arts, Individuals and Society, Language and Literature, Language 
Acquisition, maths, Physical and Health Education, Science and Design
High School-(16-18) The pupils work towards the IB Diploma Programme covering:
Two modern languages, History, Experimental science, mathematics, Visual arts or a third 
language or a second Science or Humanities
Vocational/ academic- The school prides itself on its academic results and whilst visiting the 
school was preparing for its regular university fair.  A number of universities from the UK were 
also visiting prior to the fair.   
Reporting- Parents are well informed of their children’s progress and this was recommended 
by local parents as a strength.  
Extracurricular/ enrichment- There are a number of extracurricular activities available and 
the school tries to broaden the network of sporting engagements with other schools to 
challenge pupils.  
SEND
There is dedicated staff to support SEND pupils and the school has been accommodating to 
support service families.  They have an onsite educational psychologist also. 
As with any posting it is vital you discuss any issues both with CEAS and the school directly 
to ensure appropriate support can be provided. 
Quality assurance
Internal/external- The school is part of a broader network of schools (Inspired group) with 10 
Italian schools as well as being part of the IB programme. 
Staffing levels-
A high proportion of staff were English or UK trained.
Facilities 
These were very well maintained and laid out.  Classes were large, bright with well cared for displays.  
It was clear continued investment in the building was ongoing.  Resources appeared to be good, and 
there was a very good lunch provided for the students with a choice of fresh food and typical Italian 
dishes as well as vegetarian options. There is an additional cost for lunches.  Security was via an 
intercom system at the front of the school. 
Boarding- The school does not provide boarding and is accessed via a regular bus that picks up 
pupils in Varese.  This suits many parents as some SFA is close to the pickup/ drop off point.  It is 
worth discussing with the local command where your SFA will be if you intend to use this option.
Uniform- There is a school uniform which during the visit was being updated.  The uniform is 
purchased through a supplier available through the school. 
Fees (link to website) and additional costs (uniform).

https://www.iscomo.com/early-years/fees
https://school-uniform.ovs.it/it_en/


Summary of visit to The International School of Como:
The school is clearly well managed with a strong academic, arts and sporting ethos.  The 
children appear happy when spoken to in class.  Discipline throughout the school was good.  
Parents were very positive about the experiences when dealing with the school.  There was 
clear evidence of marked work with suitable challenge in class.  The only disadvantage for 
some parents (outside the control of the school) is the distance from SFA.  Those living in 
central Varese may find traveling to the drop off point difficult with the morning traffic.  This 
should be a consideration when parents are at an early planning stage of a posting.

Educational Suitability Review of The British School of Milan - Sir James Henderson

Background to school.
The British School of Milan, formerly The Sir James Henderson School, is an non-profit English-
language IB World School founded in 1969. Originally located in Via Mancinelli the school moved to 
its current location in Via Pisani Dossi.  The school provides a British education following the English 
national curriculum to pupils from 3 to 18 (Nursery to Year 13. Over 70km from the centre of Varese 
the most practical access to the school is via train.  
Address: The British School of Milan - Sir James Henderson, Via Carlo Alberto Pisani Dossi, 16, 
20134 Milano MI, Italy
Links to websites: 
School website: IB and COBIS information
International Baccalaureate 
https://www.ibo.org/
The council of British International Schools
https://www.cobis.org.uk/

Curriculum
Nursery – similar to the UK the Early Years Foundation Stage is through play-based learning.  Due to 
the considerable travel times it is unlikely parents would choose this option unless based in Milan or 
near to Milan.  
Primary School Curriculum –This will be very familiar to parents previously accessing the English 
schooling system.  Subjects taught are English, maths, Science, ICT, History, Geography, Art, 
Religious Studies, Personal, Social and Health Education, Design & Technology, Italian, Music, 
Physical Education.

https://www.britishschoolmilan.com/
https://www.ibo.org/
https://www.cobis.org.uk/


Secondary School Curriculum –Again familiar to parents coming from an English school both in 
presentation and delivery.  What is slightly different if the delivery of IGCSEs.  These give some 
flexibility to those students where English is not the first language, or they have transitioned between 
other schools (including many independent schools).  Although equivalent to GCSEs, the focus is on 
end of year exams rather than coursework.  This means transitioning back mid GCSEs (Year 10/11) 
is not appropriate.  
Subjects delivered at Key Stage Four are: 
English - Language & Literature (2 IGCSEs) or Second Language (1 IGCSE), maths (IGCSE).  
Students then select six subjects. Students then choose at least one Language, at least one Science 
choice and at least one Humanities choice.  The subject choices are: 
Art, Biology, Italian A, Italian B, Geography, Physical Education, Drama, Chemistry, French , History, 
Music, Physics, Spanish 
Sixth Form- (Years 12 and 13) works towards the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme.  
The IB Diploma programme is delivered instead of A Levels. 
Many people consider this to be a broader more academically rigorous programme.  Students have 
no issues moving onto university either in the UK or abroad.  If you have a concern regarding this 
type of programme you may wish to consider other options at a post 16 level.  CEAS would be able to 
advise you on your choices.
Academic results- in 2019 there was a 100% pass rate in the IBDP in the school.
Average Diploma score 35
Reporting- This appears very strong with an excellent pastoral support for students. 
Extracurricular/ enrichment- There are a number of extracurricular activities including Duke of 
Edinburgh award.  With the considerable travel some option may be limited to those pupils travelling 
home after school.     
SEND
The school has the facility to support children with special needs, but it is important for parents to 
contact the school and CEAS as early as possible to ensure their child’s needs can be met.
Quality assurance
Inspections- The most recent ISI inspection took place in November 2017 and was rated excellent. 
Accreditation- The school is linked to a number of organisations outlined on their website including 
COBIS and IB.
Staffing levels- A high proportion of the teaching staff are English or UK trained due to the nature of 
the school.
Facilities- The school makes good use of the space available considering the size of the overall 
footprint of the school.  Classrooms are of various sizes some more flexible than others.  Access to 
the site is through a gate monitored by a security system.  Typical UK style safeguarding procedures 
are in place for visitors to the site.  
Boarding- There is no boarding at the school.
Fees (website) These are available by contacting the school.  Addition costs include school uniform 
which is available through two shops in Milan. 

Summary of visit for The British School of Milan:
The school has many benefits for parents due to the familiarity of the education delivered and the 
quality of provision.  Good pastoral support, high academic expectations added to a multinational 
student body makes the school a strong option for parents.  Due to the considerable distances from 
Varese many parents may not choose this school as it may not be suitable for younger children.  If 
parents with older children are posted here the school could be considered as a viable option. 

https://www.britishschoolmilan.com/
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