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Overseas Posting
Because you are being posted to an overseas station, it is essential that you contact (and 
comply with the directions from) the Families Relocation Service at Abbey Wood.  Their 
contact details are: DESLCSMSS-FAMSEC-GROUP@MOD.UK (Tel: +443067981013 or 
Mil: 96798-1013).   They will require you to complete “Willingness to Reside Overseas” 
certificates, and to register online with the Healthcare Management service (HEALIX) to 
complete Medical Screening Questionnaires.  If flying to Italy, they will also arrange 
commercial flights.

The next greatest challenge is coping with unfamiliar military and civilian systems – both 
involve a great deal of “red tape”.  Experience to date has shown that you and your family 
will need an element of pioneering spirit and lots of patience during the initial in-processing 
‘stage’.

The list below includes some of the key certificates/ID you will need once in Italy, and which 
the NSE will help you to obtain:
1. “Codice Fiscale” (Italian equivalent to national insurance registration).
2. “Permesso di soggiorno” – residents permit for Italy.  This is not required in all cases.
3. US Armed Forces ID cards – providing authority to use US facilities at Vicenza, 

including the PX and car registration.
4. NATO ID card and car passes – used to access the barracks.
5. HQ Access Pass – to access classified areas in the HQ.

In addition, there are other requirements for vehicles, medical registration, personal finance 
(bank account), telephones and access to HQ IT systems.  The New Arrivals Checklist 
clarifies the “who, what, where and when”, and the NSE will initiate the process of obtaining 
some of these by sending you a letter requesting personal data and copies of key 
documents.
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GENERAL FINANCE

It is essential to have access to enough Euros to get you through the first few months.  Cash 
advances can no longer be issued from the NSE.  The SP can receive and advance of pay 
prior to assignment.  They should ask their current unit HR who will explain the process.  Car 
Insurance will be the biggest outlay; usually payment is required up front in cash/credit card for 
the year and can be anything from €500 to €1000.  For most other things, credit cards are 
increasingly widely accepted, although you will often need to produce additional ID at the 
checkout.  Once your Italian bank account is set up, you can split pay i.e. set up an allotment 
directly from your wages exchanged under the current Forces Fixed Rates of exchange to your 
UK account, which many of us find useful.  

Pay & Allowances
Check your entitlements with your own pay office before departure.  There is an LOA rate for 
Italy, and in addition, we get a supplement for serving in Northern Italy.  The NSE can explain in 
more details when you arrive.

PAP
A minimum of 6 weeks before you travel to Italy you must submit a request for Privately 
Arranged Passage (PAP) quote.  This will allow you to reclaim some of the travel cost incurred 
during your trip over here as most people elect to bring their own vehicles.  Beware there are 
strict rules regarding accommodation costs; contact your HR admin staff for details and cross-
reference with the NSE.

BANKING

The Law
Having a “Codice Fiscale” is a legal prerequisite for many financial activities, and this will be 
provided to you by the NSE soon after your arrival.

UK Banks
British banks do not exist in Italy other than to offer mortgage facilities.  To avoid delays due to 
the post or possible lengthy and expensive phone calls to your branch, it is worthwhile to have 
an Internet banking facility set up before leaving the UK.  There are plenty of Bancomat
(ATM/Cash Machines) available which accept British cards for cash withdrawals, but a service 
fee will be charged.  It may also be worth notifying your bank that you will be living abroad for a 
while as some experience a block on their account during the first few days/weeks which can 
be most unhelpful.

Other options include companies that offer multi-currency mobile banking alternatives such as 
Revolut and Monzo (other banking apps are available) who offer currency conversion facilities 
with no fees.
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Italian Banks
Once you have registered with the civilian authorities you will be able to open an account 
and the NSE will help you do so.  Some choose not to open an account, but the advantages 
usually outweigh the disadvantages.  Charges vary according to the level of service taken 
and there is a set minimum charge.  Most of the Contingent open an account with the BCC 
bank in Varese.  The NSE can assist with this process.  The key points to note are outlined 
below:

1. The most common form of payment here in Italy is through the Bancomat card 
system.  The Bancomat works just the same as a cash/debit card in the UK, but there 
is normally no overdraft facility, and there is sometimes a limit on how much cash you 
can withdraw during the month.  If you would like to open a joint account with use of a 
second card, this may come at an extra cost.  The NSE will be able to confirm the 
details for you. 

2. It is possible to obtain a credit card through your Italian bank but normally these work 
like an overdraft, paid back in full at the end of every month.  There are alternative 
options such as pre-paid credit cards or variable repayment options but these all 
come at a cost.  See your bank for details.

3. There is no longer the facility to cash cheques through the NSE, as the NSE does not 
run an Imprest Account. 

UK Credit & Debit Cards
Most UK credit/debit cards are accepted in large retail outlets, petrol stations, hotels and 
restaurants but you should check prior to purchase.

It is also possible to withdraw cash, with a UK credit/debit card, from a large network of cash 
point machines but a charge may be applied please check with your bank first.
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DRIVING LICENCES

Driving licences should always be carried with you when driving as the police have the right 
to confiscate your car if they find you driving without one.

1. Allied Forces Italy (AFI) Licences:  If driving on AFI issued vehicle plates, you must 
also register for an annual AFI driving licence.  This will be done in Vicenza soon after 
your arrival.  The alternatives, described below, help to explain why.

2. Driving with Foreign Licences (including UK Licences):
i. Foreign Licenses that do not have details in Italian have to be translated.  Non-
residents in Italy who have a ‘’permesso di soggiorno’’ can drive on their foreign license 
or on an international license until they have been resident in Italy for one year.  An 
International license must be applied for in the home country before going abroad and 
is usually easy to obtain. 

ii. After a year of residence, non-Europeans must acquire an Italian license, while 
Europeans with an EU model license can continue to use it. The Italian authorities still 
insist that such licenses be authenticated at the local Motorizzazione, although 
Brussels/Strasbourg disagree.  Those caught driving without an Italian licence after the 
deadline risk having their foreign or international licences confiscated, paying hefty 
fines, and being otherwise penalized for driving illegally.

iii. The process of exchanging a foreign driver's licence for an Italian one is complicated 
and long.  The easiest way to do it is to use the services of agencies listed under 
"Pratiche Automobilistiche - Agenzie" in the yellow pages, although some driving 
schools (scuole guide) will do the job for you (at a cost).  Their staff will handle what 
they can, but you will still have to get various certificates that the agencies and schools 
cannot obtain on your behalf. 

iv. If you have a licence from a non-European country that has a reciprocity agreement 
with the Italian authorities (this category does not include the US and Canada), you can 
convert your licence to an Italian one without sitting the driving test.  The conversion 
should be requested by the end of the first year of residency in Italy.

3. Italian Licences:
i. Driving licenses are available to people 18 or older and last 10 years (5 years for 

people over 50 and 3 years for people over 70). 
ii. If your license is neither from an EU country nor from another country where 

driving license reciprocity exists, an Italian license must be applied for by the end 
of your first year of residency in Italy.  This is done by registering in a driving 
school, studying the manuals, and taking the theory and road tests. As the 
written test is considered extremely difficult from a linguistic as well as technical 
point of view, foreigners have the option to take the theory test orally, which is 
said to be easier.
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