
McCloud Update
Public service pension 
reform introduced Career 
Averaged Revalued 
Earnings pension schemes 
to replace (mostly) final 
salary schemes in order to 
make them fairer and more 
affordable: this is when 
Armed Forces Pension 
Scheme (AFPS) 15 was 
introduced. 

Transitional Protection was 
given to workers within 
10 years of their Normal 
Pension Age meaning they 
were allowed to remain 
in their legacy scheme 

(for the Armed Forces 
the legacy schemes were 
AFPS 75 and AFPS 05). 
Following legal action (the 
McCloud case), Transitional 
Protection was ruled to be 
direct age discrimination. 
As a result, the government 
is required to address the 
discrimination and has 
proposed that all eligible 
pension scheme members 
will have the opportunity 
to choose which scheme 
benefits they would wish to 
receive (legacy scheme or 
the reformed 2015 scheme) 
for the period 1 Apr 2015 – 

DBS and SSCL take first step 
towards New Portal
Since beginning their 
partnership, Defence 
Business Services (DBS) 
and Shared Services 
Connected Limited (SSCL) 
have been working on the 
first step to realising a new 
Portal that will eventually 
support Service Personnel 
from their first day right 
through until way beyond 

the day they hang up their 
uniform and become a 
veteran. Providing links 
to the most frequently 
searched information for 
current Serving Armed 
Forces Personnel in one 
place, the UK Armed 
Forces and Veterans Portal 
is beginning to bring it all 
together. So whether it be 

information on your Armed 
Forces Pension, Service 
Records or Medals, the first 
release will signpost you to 
all the right places. 

Although additional 
improvements will be rolled 
out over the next two years 
to provide much more 
functionality for our Veteran 
customers, and begin to 
realise the final vision of a 
fully featured Portal, this 
first release gives users 
a taste of what to expect 
and the opportunity to give 

feedback, so that further 
releases can be developed 
to give people what they 
really want and need from 
the website. 

If you are currently serving 
why not go and take a look 
and add the UK Armed 
Forces and Veterans Portal 
(www) to your favourites? 
Watch this space, more to 
come in 2021.  

https://ukafvp.mod.gov.uk/
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31 Mar 2022 – this is known 
as the remedy period. From 
Apr 2022 all public service 
workers will be members 
of their respective 2015 
pension scheme.

If you were serving on or 
before 31 Mar 2012 and 
on or after 1 Apr 2015, 
even if you have since 
left the Service, you are 
deemed to be ‘in scope’ 
for the pension changes. 
The proposal is to offer the 
option to receive pre-2015 
scheme benefits or AFPS 
15 scheme benefits. At the 
end of the remedy period 
everyone will be members 
of AFPS 15. Veterans who 

were in Service serving on 
or before 31 Mar 2012 and 
on or after 1 Apr 2015 are 
also in scope. 

An announcement as to 
how these changes will be 
implemented is expected 
soon. Whatever decision is 
taken by the government 
you will have plenty of 
information and support. 
MOD will also work with 
various not-for-profit 
organisations and military 
charities so that they 
understand all the technical 
issues, policies and 
legislation to enable them to 
provide independent advice 
to you as required.

https://ukafvp.mod.gov.uk/


entered into on or after 1st 
December 2018 will revoke 
the existing nomination. 

Every year, when you receive 
your Benefit Information 
Statement (BIS) your nominee 
will be shown. Your nominee 
can also be viewed on JPA if 
you are currently serving. To 
nominate someone who is not 
your spouse or civil-partner 
please complete a Nomination 
Form (AFPS Form 2) available 
on the AFPS website and send 
to DBS Veterans UK.

Annual Allowance 
Update
In the last edition of the 
Quarterly Digest, we informed 
you that the Annual Allowance 
exercise for tax year 2019-20 
would be complete by 31st 
December 2020. The final 
batch of Pension Savings 
Statements (PSS) were sent 
on 15th December 2020 and 
if you are currently serving and 
have received a letter, please 
refer to 2020DIN01-092 and 
2020DIN01-096 for information 
on what you must do next. 

This year, tax education 
seminars are available. The 
seminars will be held virtually 
through Microsoft Teams and 
run for about one and half 

hours. The aim of the seminar is 
to provide an understanding of 
both the Annual Allowance and 
Lifetime Allowance, the various 
options available in paying a 
tax charge, and a walk-through 
of several examples. There will 
also be an opportunity to ask 
questions at the seminars. 

In addition there will also be 1-2-
1 sessions for those who have a 
tax charge. Further details about 
these sessions will be provided 
during the seminars.

If you wish to reserve a 
place, please contact: 
MoDPensionsTaxation@
kpmg.co.uk

Help and 
Support

If you have a question about 
your Armed Forces Pension 
please call the JPAC Enquiry 
Centre on 0800 085 3600 or  
0044 141 224 3600 if calling 
from abroad.  
 
Open Monday to Friday 
7am to 7pm, please ensure 
you have your Service and 
National Insurance Numbers 
ready.
You can find useful 
information on all the 
Schemes by visiting:  
 
www.gov.uk/guidance/
pensions-and-compensation-
for-veterans

How 
are we 
doing?
Please take a couple of 
minutes to complete our 
feedback survey
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Scheme Explained 
Videos

Looking 
after your 
loved ones

information

The AFPS Policy and 
Communications team have 
been working hard over the 
past year to deliver Scheme 
Explained videos for AFPS15.  
These videos provide 
a simple overview of 
the technical pension 
entitlements in the most 
recent scheme, highlighting 
the specific pension benefits 
of AFPS15, and who else 
may be entitled to them (for 
example, your partner or 
children).  
 
They also signpost to areas 
where you will be able to 
find more detailed pension 
information, should you 

In the event of your death, a 
tax-free lump sum is payable 
and you can decide who 
receives this if you are a 
member of AFPS15 or 
AFPS05. You may nominate 
one or more individuals or a 
body such as a charity.   

If you die without making a 
valid nomination, your lump 

wish to. AFPS Policy and 
Communications have been 
working in collaboration 
with KPMG to develop the 
videos, which are now hosted 
on multiple platforms. You 
can find them on the MOD 
Youtube account.

sum will be paid to your 
spouse, civil partner, eligible 
partner or eligible children. If 
there is no such person, it will 
be paid to your estate. Even 
where a spouse, civil partner 
or eligible partner exists, a 
valid nomination will take 
precedence.  Any marriage 
or civil partnership 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/926278/AFPS_Form_2.pdf
https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/defnet/Corp/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B454EBB2C-B460-40CB-A6CC-F74C09AC6C49%7D&file=2020DIN01-092.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&DefaultItemOpen=1&cid=86eec9f7-b7a9-4a4e-92de-19db6dfe2b19
https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/defnet/Corp/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B823F7FEB-3CB6-4592-8E6B-6A01CE24377C%7D&file=2020DIN01-096.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&DefaultItemOpen=1&cid=13f8f147-52f9-4206-b383-20949caa1c2a
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pensions-and-compensation-for-veterans
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pensions-and-compensation-for-veterans
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pensions-and-compensation-for-veterans
https://surveys.mod.uk/index.php/131513?lang=en
https://surveys.mod.uk/index.php/131513?lang=en

