
 

 

British Community Corner 

Thank you to the community for the                   

continued support of the coffee shop during lock-

down as we wouldn’t be able to remain open 

otherwise.  

The staff have remained so cheery throughout so 

you can at least see a smiley face in there which 

is worth a visit in itself.   

Stock from the U.K. is rather limited at the mo-

ment but we continue to offer takeaway lunches 

which can be pre-ordered (Ext 3822) between 

11.00 and 12.00 for collection between 12.00 

and 13.00, Mon - Thu.  

COVID Updates 

For up to date information on COVID-19 in the 

Netherlands  

NL Government Website 

A postcode search for local lockdown rules in UK  

U.K. Government Website 

Other local information and support 

ejsu.net 

   

           Supporting Our Military Family of the Royal Navy, Army and RAF 

February 2021  

Emergency Numbers 

European Emergency Number: 112 

Brunssum CEP: +44 300 166 8562 

Dutch Medical Centre: 0889 502 717 #3 

Healix: +44(0)208 481 7800  

           Upcoming events 

Feb 4th - Virtual Coffee Morning 

Feb 12th  - Valentines Quiz 

Whether you are in the office, working from home or home schooling the         

regulations are definitely testing us all in some way!  Together, we continue to try 

our best to keep spirits high within our community and we love hearing all of your 

stories about how you are keeping positive.  Please do continue to send us       

pictures and updates on how you are all getting on.  If you have any fabulous ideas 

or great finds around the area, kindly share them with the community and       

remember we are only at the end of a phone / messenger also the office is open 

Tuesdays and Thursdays if you need somebody to speak to. 

If you want to keep updated, sign up to our Facebook page and WhatsApp; search 

for ‘Brunssum clo Emma’ and ‘Brunssum clo Lyanne’ add us as a friend, we can 

then add you to the group. 

Keep smiling and keep safe 

Emma and Lyanne 

 

 

 

For a full guide of local events and things to do, please visit;           

https://brunssumhive.blogspot.com/ 
Information on the Blog and more… 

 

Struggling to cope? Text SHOUT                                 

 

Family Lives – Support Families 

 

Help children through the impact of Covid-19 

 

https://www.ssafa.org.uk/ 

 

Recruit for Spouses PODCAST 

 

NHS: Workout 

 

To receive regular HIVE updates, go to 
http:brunssumhive.blogspot.com/ 

 

At the top left hand side see ‘Follow by Email’ pop your 
email address in... the rest is easy! (Just check your email 
to confirm) 

Lets see your decorated windows to celebrate 

Carnival, please fill the Facebook page up with 

lots of colour.  To read about the history of 

‘Karnival’ click here. 

https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/find-coronavirus-local-restrictions
https://www.ejsu.net/
https://brunssumhive.blogspot.com/
https://giveusashout.org/
https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/#:~:text=Family%20Lives%20offers%20a%20confidential,and%20family%20life%2C%20including%20bullying.
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/covid-19-parenting-tips
https://www.ssafa.org.uk/
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1347859
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nbTbfUb6b0Q
http://brunssumhive.blogspot.com/
https://www.iamexpat.nl/lifestyle/lifestyle-news/carnival-netherlands-customs-and-traditions-explained


A STEP BACK IN TIME... 

Operation BLACKCOCK 

Operation BLACKCOCK was an operation to clear German troops from the Roer Triangle, formed by the towns of Roermond,   

Sittard and Heinsberg towards the end of the Second World War. It was conducted by the British Second Army between 13 and 

26 January 1945. The objective was to drive the German 15th Army back across the rivers Roer and Wurm and move the frontline 

further into Germany. The operation was carried out by Lieutenant-General Neil Ritchie's XII Corps of three divisions: the 7th    

Armoured Division (Major-General Lewis Lyne), the 43rd (Wessex) Infantry Division (Major-General Ivor Thomas) and the 52nd 

(Lowland) Infantry Division (Major-General Edmund Hakewill-Smith). 

The clearing of the Roer Triangle was planned along three axes. The left axis, formed by the 7th Armoured Division, was aimed at 

capturing the bridge across the Roer in Sint Odiliënberg. For the 7th Armoured Division, the operation would start with bridging the 

creeks south of Susteren. The centre axis, formed by the 52nd Infantry Division, was aimed at the capture of Heinsberg. In order 

to do this, a break-through at the German defence line was to be undertaken near Hongen in order to open the road between   

Sittard and Heinsberg. The right axis, formed by 43rd Infantry Division, would use the break in area created 52nd Division and was 

aimed at clearing the area south-east of Dremmen. 

The Operation was a success for the Allies; all the objectives were met. The German divisions were thrown out of the Roer       

Triangle with the exception of the area immediately south of Roermond. The British Division that fought the toughest battles during 

the operation was 52nd Lowland which counted 752 casualties. Of these 101 were killed. 258 soldiers were transported from the 

front because of sickness, mostly as a direct result of the adverse weather conditions and the extreme cold. The 7th Armoured 

Division counted just over 400 casualties. The number of German casualties is unknown but is estimated to be approximately 

2,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those interested in military history may be interested in my book, Action at Badama Post. Available from Casemate UK publishers 

or Amazon, it tells the story of a little known action in the Third Afghan War of 1919. I also have a couple of copies for sale with 

me.  

Thank you Paul Macro for keeping us all updated, your depth of knowledge shines through and is a very interesting 

read. 

DIO Notice 

DIO remains closed and all staff are still   

currently working from home.   

All faults with your SFA or SLA are to be  

reported to DIO via the Repair Helpdesk 

email address:   

DIO-BRUNSSUM-              

HELPDESK@mod.gov.uk  

For general enquiries: 

DIO-BRUNSSUM-

GENERALENQUIRIES@mod.gov.uk   

Please note that the phones aren’t manned 

in the offices. 



 

 

 

EXTRA MEASURES ADVISED  

TO SAFELY REOPEN  

PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

News in the Netherlands 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

GETTING A VIRTUAL 

HAIRCUT: IT'S A THING  

 

 

 

NEARLY 11,000 FINED FOR 

BREAKING CURFEW THIS 

WEEKEND  

POLICE WARN DOG 

OWNERS OF MEAT-

BALLS CONTAINING 

PUSHPINS  

 

 

 

 

3,280 COVID INFECTIONS  

REPORTED; LOWEST  

SINCE SEPTEMBER 29 

 

 

 

EASTER FESTIVAL 

„PAASPOP“ MOVED TO 

SEPTEMBER  

https://nltimes.nl/2021/02/01/extra-measures-advised-safely-reopen-primary-schools
https://nltimes.nl/2021/02/01/extra-measures-advised-safely-reopen-primary-schools
https://nltimes.nl/2021/02/01/extra-measures-advised-safely-reopen-primary-schools
https://nltimes.nl/2021/01/31/getting-virtual-haircut-its-thing
https://nltimes.nl/2021/01/31/getting-virtual-haircut-its-thing
https://nltimes.nl/2021/02/01/nearly-11000-fined-breaking-curfew-weekend
https://nltimes.nl/2021/02/01/nearly-11000-fined-breaking-curfew-weekend
https://nltimes.nl/2021/02/01/nearly-11000-fined-breaking-curfew-weekend
https://nltimes.nl/2021/01/30/police-warn-dog-owners-meatballs-containing-pushpins
https://nltimes.nl/2021/01/30/police-warn-dog-owners-meatballs-containing-pushpins
https://nltimes.nl/2021/01/30/police-warn-dog-owners-meatballs-containing-pushpins
https://nltimes.nl/2021/01/30/police-warn-dog-owners-meatballs-containing-pushpins
https://nltimes.nl/2021/02/01/3280-covid-infections-reported-lowest-since-september-29
https://nltimes.nl/2021/02/01/3280-covid-infections-reported-lowest-since-september-29
https://nltimes.nl/2021/02/01/3280-covid-infections-reported-lowest-since-september-29
https://nltimes.nl/2021/02/01/easter-festival-paaspop-moved-september
https://nltimes.nl/2021/02/01/easter-festival-paaspop-moved-september
https://nltimes.nl/2021/02/01/easter-festival-paaspop-moved-september


How to contact us: 

Email - ruth.shaw@brunssum.ssafa.org.uk 

Or drop us a note in the EJSU postbox and address the 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Central European Practice 
Defence Primary Healthcare Overseas 

European Joint Support Unit                                                                        

JFC Brunssum, BFPO 28 

BRUNSSUM CEP (FORMERLY UK MED ADMIN) 
 

Following NL government guidelines I‘m currently 
working from home.  I can be contacted via Email on: 

maxine.smith761@mod.gov.uk or  
via Skype on: 0044 300 166 8562 

 
Please forward any reports or bills to me via the email 

address above. 
 

Main CEP can be contacted on:                                          

SGDPHC-O-EJSU-CEP@mod.gov.uk  +32 (0)6544 2280 

Med Finance:  SGDPHC-O-EJSU-Finance@mod.gov.uk 
+32 (0)6544 2280 

 
Healix: 

healthline@healix.com  +44 (0)208 481 7800 
 

*Please note the Dutch Med Centre and Dr Roos are open,      

It is advisable to call ahead first* 

Dutch Med Centre                                                                                      

0031 (0) 889 502 717 #3 

Dr Roos                                                                                                       

0031 (0) 45 525 2217 

For the Patient information leaflet, 

 
Hello’s and Goodbye’s 

 

It’s time to say a fond farewell to some      mem-

bers of our community: 
 

We wish you all the very best for your travels, 

enjoy the next chapter and have fun making new 
memories! 

 

David and Davina Cole 
Rob Blemmings 

Kerri Darlington 

Phil, Maria, Natasha, Sofia and Nico Peters 
Fiona and Gary Brooks 

 

 
 

With each goodbye there comes a new hello, 

please join us in welcoming our new family to 
Brunssum,  

 

A warm welcome to:  
Keith and Elizabeth Taylor 

Kevin and Amanda ,William Katharine Skinner 

Andy and Marianne Bruce 

David Wood 

Stuart Williamson 

Dom and Cherie Ward 
 

We hope you enjoy your time here and enjoy 

exploring the area. 

Did you know the Library is offering a pick-up facility.  Click here for more        

information. 

Brunssum Post Office 
Our opening times:  

 

Mon  0900-1400  

Tues  1200-1400  

Wed   0900-1400  

Thur  1200-1400  

Fri  0900-1400 

 

Contact Details: 

 

Phone; 

0031 45526  

ext 2231  

Email; 

EJSUBrunssum 

Centralregistry@ 

Service Cotswold Centre 
The Services Cotswold Centre (SCC) is a tri-service facility                                                      

managed by Headquarters Army Welfare Service  (AWS)                                                                     

and funded by Headquarters Regional Command (HQ RC) on                                                  

behalf of the MOD. It provides short term emergency transit accommodation for service 

personnel and entitled family members. The SCC accommodation comprises of 41               

self-contained chalet style homes and 19 single storey semi-detached units of various sizes. 

The SCC is located in Neston near Corsham, Wiltshire in the United Kingdom. Details can be 

found at the following link. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/services-cotswold-

centre/services-cotswold-centre  

mailto:maxine.smith761@mod.gov.uk
mailto:SGDPHC-O-EJSU-CEP@mod.gov.uk
mailto:SGDPHC-O-EJSU-Finance@mod.gov.uk
mailto:healthline@healix.com
https://s6957200b986f20af.jimcontent.com/download/version/1608050134/module/14497978623/name/Library%20to-go%20Directions%20-%2015%20DEC%202020.pdf
mailto:EJSU-Brunssum-Centralregistry@mod.gov.Uk
mailto:EJSU-Brunssum-Centralregistry@mod.gov.Uk

