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Germany is a country rich in national customs, many of which have to do with traditions 
hundreds of years old. After you've lived in the country for a while, you'll find that the best 
way to make friends and get along in general with the people of your host country is to 
respect and understand the rules of their culture. Some may involve signs of politeness, 
while others refer to expected behaviour. Whatever the case, knowledge of the basics 
will allow you to enjoy the differences and appreciate all that ‘living abroad’ in Germany 
has to offer. 

Greetings

Germans give a greeting when first entering small places of business, even if the person 
working there is busy with another customer. A simple Guten Tag, (good day) does 
nicely. It is also customary to say Auf Wiedersehen, (goodbye) when leaving, even if you 
haven't bought anything or been waited on. In and around Ulm you may also hear 
Tschüss (bye) as this a local phrase from the surrounding area. Though you might find it 
a bit uncomfortable at first by using these phrases in a different language, by German 
standards it is considered impolite not to say ‘good day’ and ‘goodbye’ at such 
opportunities.

One interesting custom of Germans is that of shaking hands, as it is seen as an 
expression of politeness. When first meeting people you may be introduced to each 
person individually and be expected to shake everyone's hand. When meeting friends or 
acquaintances you will also be expected to shake hands. In Germany the man always 
initiates the greeting and will generally shake the hand of the lady first if in mixed 
company. 

As you become more familiar with the language you will without a doubt encounter the 
Sie and Du forms of greeting. Germans may know each other on a formal Sie or 
personal Du (both meaning you) basis. As a sign of friendship, you may even be asked 
to address the other person as Du, the younger the German is whom you met, the more 
quickly the change from Sie to Du often takes place. However, it is still considered polite 
to address people older than yourself, policemen and those such as Doctors, Lawyers 
etc. as Sie.

When visiting your German friend for dinner, it is customary to bring flowers. Don't bring 
red roses because this is regarded as a romantic gesture. A mixed bouquet is best 
however other presents might be given e.g. sweets, wine, etc.



Quiet Days

Germans take their days off seriously and one example of this is the law that assures no 
unnecessary noise is made on Sunday and public holidays. It is recommended that you don’t 
wash your car, cut the grass, make repairs or even hang up laundry. Most Germans still regard 
Sunday as a day of rest and with that all shops are closed except perhaps a bakery or two for 
Sunday Frühstück (breakfast). Quiet hours are stipulated as between 2200 to 0700 every day 
and all day on a Sunday. 

Public Holidays

The Ulm citizens know how to celebrate their festivals, particularly the Schwörmontag (Oath 
Monday) (Fig 6) to commemorate the great Letter of Oath dated 1397 that served to put an 
end to the dispute between the noble people and the guilds and was used to introduce a kind 
of democratic constitution in Ulm as early as at that time. Even today, on every Oath Monday, 
Ulm’s “National Day”, the Ulm Chief Mayor swears the historic oath to his citizenry as he 
stands on the balcony of the Schwörhaus (oath house):"Reichen und Armen ein gemeiner
Mann zu sein in den gleichen, gemeinsamen und redlichen Dingen ohne allen Vorbehalt." (To 
act as a common man and treat both rich and poor equally and honestly without reservation). 
In the Friedrichsau Park, that venerable venue for the Ulm associations, all Ulm citizens 
celebrate this day in the evening, wining and dining, singing and dancing. Before, though, in 
the afternoon, one must attend the Nabada event (swimming down the Danube river). This is a 
humorous Danube water parade of swimmers and water vessels drifting downstream, 
caricaturing local events and actions.

Fig 6: The Ulm Mayor delivering his speech on Oath Monday



Education

UK NSE Ulm Official Holidays for 2021

German national holidays, public holidays in Bavaria/Baden – Wuttemberg
British, US and NATO holidays

Bridge Days

• 01 Jan 2021 - New Year’s Day (neujahrstag)
• 06 Jan 2021 - Epiphany (Heilige Drei Konige) Bavaria and BW
• 18 Jan 2021 - Martin Luther King’s Birthday
• 15 Feb 2021 - US President’s Day
• 02 Apr 2021 - Good Friday (Karfreitag)
• 04 Apr 2021 - Easter Sunday (Ostersonntag)
• 05 Apr 2021 - Easter Monday (Ostermontag)
• 01 May 2021 - German Labour Day (Tag der Arbeit)
• 13 May 2021 - Ascension (Christi Himmelfahrt)
• 14 May 2021 - Bridge Day
• 23 May 2021 - Whit Sunday (Pfingstsonntag)
• 24 May 2021 - Whit Monday (Pfingstmontag)
• 21 May 2021 - May Bank Holiday 
• 03 Jun 2021 - Corpus Christi (Fonleichnam) Bavaria,BW
• 04 Jun 2021 - Bridge Day
• 05 Jul 2021 - 4th July weekend
• 19 Jul 2021 - Oath Monday (Schwormontag in Ulm)
• 15 Aug 2021 - Assumption Day (Maria Himmelfahrt) Bavaria
• 30 Aug 2021 - August Bank holiday
• 06 Sep 2021 - US Labour Day
• 03 Oct 2021 - Tag der Deutschen Einheit (Day of German Unity)
• 01 Nov 2021 - All Saints (Allerheiligeb) Bavaria and BW
• 25 Nov 2021 - Thanksgiving
• 24 Dec 2021 - Christmas Eve (Heiligabend)
• 25 Dec 2021 - Christmas Day (1 Weihnachtstag)
• 26 Dec 2021 - Boxing Dat (2 Weihnachtstag)
• 27 Dec 2021 - Christmas Break
• 28 Dec 2021 - Christmas Break
• 29 Dec 2021 - Christmas Break
• 30 Dec 2021 - Christmas Break
• 31 Dec 2021 - New Years Eve (Silvester)



Education

Tipping

Tipping is, as a rule, included in the bill, however rounding up at a café, restaurant, bar or taxi 
fare to the nearest Euro is acceptable.  

Stereotypes

Whatever stereotypes you may have, believe, Germans don’t take themselves all that 
seriously and are certainly far from prudish. The popularity of the FKK Freikörperkultur
(nudism) is more likely to shock visitors. Don’t be alarmed if you fancy a trip to the local 
sauna parks (Donaubad, Bad Blau, Nautilla etc.) for a bit of rest and relaxation to find that 
the sauna park area is totally naked, this is indeed the norm as for Germans to wear any type 
of clothing in a sauna is considered unhygienic. However, don’t forget to take a towel to sit on 
in the saunas.

Garbage

A cultural difference one may notice immediately concerns garbage. In general, disposal of 
waste is a special concern in the German community. The method of handling recyclables 
and garbage collection varies from town to town. Therefore it is important to call your local 
Rathaus (town hall) to obtain the correct information. 
Each town will provide an annual calendar listing dates for the various types of pickups as 
well as what is allowed to be recycled. But the following will provide some general 
information. Note that Christmas tree pick-ups will generally be on one day during the first or 
second week of January, depending on your areas pick-up schedule.  EBU (Entsorgungs-
Betriebe der Stadt Ulm) are the dedicated refuse disposal organisation for Ulm. 
EBU “Abfuhrkalender” 2021 is available online at https://www.ebu-ulm.de/ for Ulm and 
https://nu.neu-ulm.de/ for Neu-Ulm.



Passports

You don’t have to carry your passport with you while in Germany, but the police do carry out 
frequent ID checks. If you are asked to show your passport and you do not have it with you, the 
police may escort you to wherever your passport is being kept so that you can show it to them 
or there is a fine which can be up to 150€. 
Personnel who have family members who are not EU Citizens should seek advice from their NSE 
office or HQ EJSU regarding the requirement for visas for travelling to Germany. 

Travelling to the EU

The rules on passport validity are changing for travel to the EU. Service Personnel, Civil Servants 
and their dependants should have at least six months left on their passports from the date they 
are due to travel. This applies to adult and child passports. If a passport was renewed before it 
expired, up to 9 extra months may have been added to the new passport’s expiry date. Any extra 
months on the passport over 10 years may not count towards the 6 months that should be 
remaining for travel to most countries in Europe.

On the day you travel, you will need your passport to have at least six months left and be less 
than ten years old. If you are living in the EU/EEA or expect to conduct travel to an EU/EEA 
country you should ensure your passport will be valid for travel to the EU using the passport 
checker on the gov.uk website (www.passport.service.gov.uk/check-a-passport). You will need to 
have 6 months left from the day of your arrival, excluding any extra months added if you 
renewed your passport early.

Additional Documentation – Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA). Applicable to all personnel and 
dependants in Europe holding SOFA status. All NATO Service Personnel, Civil Servants and their 
dependants will be required to have a Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) stamp in their 
passport. This provides additional confirmation of legal status within the nation to which you are 
assigned. SOFA stamps are issued by your National Support Element (NSE) on joining. All 
personnel (Service Personnel, Civil Servants and dependants) ‘The SOFA certificate is an 
expanded version of the SOFA Stamp, sometimes written in both English and the Host Nation 
languages, and outlines entitlements to Privileges, Concessions or Services’. Upon arrival in post 
at your assigned location you will receive a SOFA certificate as a routine part of the arrivals 
process. You should keep this with you at all times when travelling in the EU. You should get in 
touch with your NSE if you have any questions about SOFA stamps/SOFA certificates.
Travel to non-Schengen EU countries. Please note that Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Ireland and 
Romania are not in the Schengen area. You should check the entry requirements for these 
countries before you travel. All UK military personnel, civilian component and dependants 
should confirm that a SOFA stamp and SOFA certificate has been issued by their NSE. This 
includes for children of personnel who would normally reside with their parents but are 
attending schooling in the UK.
For further information please visit https://www.ejsu.net/eutransition /



Events

Despite being a relatively small town compared to most, Ulm has a busy events calendar. 
Throughout the year there are in total 7 festivals in and around Ulm. They are either stand alone 
– like the Tent Festival from May to June or the Ulm Fun Fair in July, the Wine Festival in August 
or the Pottery Market or Neu-Ulm Street Festival or coincide with other events that are 
happening in Ulm at the time. The biggest event is Oath Monday, Ulm’s “National Day” (please 
see 4.4. Public Holidays) which takes place every year in July starting with a Serenade of Lights 
and culminating in a firework display in the Friedrichsau Park. 
One of the most famous public holidays in the area is Karneval. There is a strong Karneval 
tradition here with everybody taking part in one form or another. It occurs just before Lent and 
takes place over a period of 5 days. The Karneval season officially begins on 11 Nov (11.11) at 
11:11 a.m. and ends just before midnight on Ash Wednesday. Although officially beginning in 
November, the final celebrations ‘the crazy days’ start on the Thursday before Lent, known as 
Weiberfastnacht. What began as a women’s protest has now become a carnival custom that 
includes ‘tie-cutting’ – a symbolic way of putting men in their place. Women dress up as witches 
or wear other costumes and cut off the ties of men they encounter. In Ulm, every year on 
Weiberfastnacht there are several events taking place all over town with hundreds of party goers 
celebrating the start of the final throes of Karneval. On the Saturday there is the Rathaussturm
(the storming of the Town Hall), a symbolic taking over of the town hall where the Mayor of Ulm 
hands over the key to the Karneval Prince and Princess. Traditionally also on the Saturday, is 
Frühschoppen (a word used when drinking starts early, usually around 10:30 a.m./11:00 a.m.). 
As in most cities in Germany the annual Carnival season will peak during the week 20 – 26 
February, culminating in numerous processions and public events and parties in Ulm and the 
surrounding areas. The streets are lined with people in fancy dresses watching the parades wind 
its way through the towns. 
Another festival usually celebrated every four years on two consecutive Sundays by the 
ancestors of the Ulm merchant’s vessel owners’ guild is the historic Fischerstechen. After the 
fishermen’s parade through the city, they perform the Stechen on the Danube river, fighting 
against each other in line with an old tradition. In addition, the International Danube Festival 
takes place every second year since 1998 in July when the Danube countries come together in 
Ulm and Neu-Ulm to put on a delightful 10-day festival of culture. The relaxed atmosphere 
brings together a steady stream of visitors, artists, politicians and youths in around 150 events 
like the “Danube countries market”. 
In September there is usually the Open monuments day and the Ulm/Neu-Ulm Culture Night in 
September which coincides with the Long Night of the Museums. There is a long tradition of the 
amazing Einstein Marathon though the city of Ulm as well. 
When an illuminated city of wooden huts is set up on Minster Square, you know that the 
Christmas season has begun. And along with the Christmas season, the city on the Danube 
welcomes the traditional institution – the Ulm Christmas Market (Fig 7). Visitors from around 
the world flock to this Christmastime event just next to the highest church tower in the world, to 
enjoy the unique atmosphere along with some delicious goodies and artfully made handicrafts.                             
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