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Driving in Italy

Driving is probably one of the most obvious cultural differences you will experience in Italy.  
Within a short time, you are likely to encounter:

1. A baffling array of direction signs when you do not need them, and a 
total absence when you do.
2. Drivers “cutting you up” without a glance.
3. “Tailgating”, in streets and on motorways.
4. The absence of indicators being used.
5. The need to stop because the driver in front has decided, in the middle 
of the street, to chat with a friend or park illegally.
6. Scooters, mopeds and cycles ridden erratically, dangerously and with 
no lights.  This regularly includes driving the wrong way down one-way 
streets and ignoring traffic lights.
7. A sounding of the horn or flashing of lights which DOES NOT signify 
them letting you go; it is a signal to warn you of their presence and that 
they will not be stopping for you.
8. Flagrant use of mobile phones whilst driving (despite it being illegal).

However, unlike the south, drivers in northern Italy are fractionally more disciplined and are 
more considerate of other road users, including cyclists.  You will become accustomed to 
the driving habits and local interpretation of the rules, as with many thousands other 
expatriates, you will soon be driving confidently.  In any event, whilst driving in Italy, be 
extra vigilant, and be prepared for the unexpected.

Children in cars: 

Children under four cannot travel unless they use a suitable restraint system. Children 
between four and 12 cannot travel in the front unless using a suitable restraint/ car seat 
system.
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Winter Tyres

Between 15th November and 15th April, it is a requirement to equip cars with approved 
chains, tyres that have the M + S symbol or winter tyres, which have this symbol plus a 
snowflake on the side.

In theory, the law merely requires the chains to be carried in the vehicle if winter tyres are 
not mounted, but anecdotal evidence suggests traffic police sometimes ask drivers to 
demonstrate that they know how to mount the chains and that they are the correct size.

M+S and snowflake marked tyres that bear a slower speed rating than the car’s maximum 
speed must be removed for the summer season. Failure to do so by the 15 May deadline 
may result in a fine of at least €419 and up to €1,682, and the vehicle needing to undergo a 
roadworthiness inspection

Speed Limit Specifics

Speed Limits Motorway Dual Carriageway Secondary Road Town

130 km/h 

150 km/hr

110 km/h 90 km/h 50 km/h

When wet 100 km/h 90 km/h 80 km/h 50 km/h
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General Rules

1. Flashed headlights indicate that a vehicle is coming through.
2. Priority to the right.  Vehicles arriving from the right have priority unless a "yield" or 

"stop" sign intervenes.  
3. Driving in Towns. 

i. Some roads in town are very narrow and there are no shoulders (your side view 
mirrors are at great risk).
ii. Trams always have priority.
iii. Most traffic lights are turned off overnight and are off in some areas all the time 
except in rush hour.  During these times they will be flashing amber.  Be careful 
because they are flashing amber for all approaches, not just yours and red in the other.  
Give priority to the right, irrespective of which of the 2 intersecting roads appears to 
have priority.
iv. Turning left off main roads is often difficult or even forbidden, especially on main 
roads in towns.  You may need to turn right first and then cross at lights, or turn off at a 
later exit, turn round, and then approach from the opposite direction.

4. Motorway Driving:
i. Driving needs particular care because of the speed of traffic.  
ii. Keep out of the fast lane unless overtaking. 
iii. It is illegal to overtake on the right.
iv. Headlights must always be on.

5. Mandatory Documents and Equipment:  In Italy it is compulsory to carry: 
i. Driving Licence – EU and AFI
ii. Vehicle Registration documents
iii. Insurance documents
iv. Warning triangle (“triangolo”) and reflector jacket (x1 per passenger).

6. Advisory Equipment:  It is also strongly recommended that you always have with you 
(in case of accidents, breakdown, or major incident):
i. Mobile phone
ii. Disposable camera
iii. Translation sheets and phrasebook
iv. First aid kit

7. Toll Booths:  Tolls must be paid on most of Italy's autostrade at an average rate of 
about €0.05/km.  Some minor tolls are totally mechanised to take either one of the 4 
forms of payment (be sure to get into the appropriate lane for your payment method 
when approaching the tolls): 
i. Cash.  At some locations, a fixed toll is paid straight away, at others, tickets are 
issued for subsequent payment when leaving the motorway.  Avoid losing your ticket or 
entering an autostrada without one for whatever reason, unless you are sure there is a 
strike on. Should you do so you will be charged on exiting for the longest possible 
distance on that motorway.  If you have a valid excuse, pay the correct amount (not the 
full amount) then send the payment slip and an explanatory letter to the autostrada 
company.  Remember that cash is collected on the left-hand side of the car! 
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ii. Credit and Bancomat Cards. These can often be used, but check the signs at the 
entrance to the lane, because it is almost impossible to change lane if you are 
followed in. Press the Help button if necessary, but do not leave your car. The system 
will photograph your number plate, issue a ticket to be paid later, and let you drive on.

iii. Viacards. This method saves time as the queues in Viacard lanes tend to be shorter, 
although you still must insert the card into the toll machine and wait for it to be 
returned. Viacards are available (€25) from motorway services.

iv. ‘Telepass’. For daily motorway travelers in a hurry, Telepass is the quickest way, 
especially if you have a right-hand drive car. When this small device is fitted, 
payments are debited automatically from your Italian bank account as you pass 
through the toll. They remove the necessity to stop and to lean across to pay when t
ravelling alone in a right-hand drive car. Although these devices are not transferable 
between cars unless they are registered (up to 3 cars per family account) it is easy to 
change details using the web (www.telepass.it – in Italian and English). Most of the 
Contingent favour this facility. It is worth acknowledging that the charges are 
deducted from your account every three months. When setting up your bank account, 
ask to link your Telepass directly to the account, and they will provide you with the 
paperwork to take to the Telepass offices on the autostrada.

8. Theft:  In high risk areas remove all valuables from display by locking them in the boot 
or taking them with you when leaving your car.

The Work Commute
It is advised that families are best served by having two cars, allowing the military personnel 
to travel independently to and from work, whilst providing the spouse with mobility during the 
day. This is not essential, but does give the spouse more freedom, without being totally 
reliant on School and Public transport.  It is usual that you will have to travel through a toll to 
reach work (approx. €1.50 each way).  It is possible to claim these toll charges back (this will 
be covered upon your arrival when you register at the NSE).  You will automatically receive 
Home to Duty allowance, depending on the length of your commute. 

VEHICLE OWNERSHIP
Although the Italian public transport system is generally cheap and efficient it is essential 
that you have your own private means of transport.  Indeed, given the distances involved 
between houses and barracks, you might like to consider having two modes of transport 
(see above).

Tax Free Purchase
• Whilst you are here you may purchase tax-free vehicles from the UK. Ensure you follow 

the dealer’s guidance concerning import regulations. Following the UK leaving the EU in 
January 2021, if you have purchased a vehicle tax free you will need to reregister the 
vehicle. This can only be done once the vehicle is within the UK. Transfer of Residence 
(TOR) Relief – Personnel need to make an online application to the TOR team and once 
this has been agreed, then send the appropriate paperwork with the TOR Reference 
Number to the Cars Team sent to HM Revenue & Customs, Car Team, Level 3, 
Erskine House, 20-32 Chichester Street, Belfast, BT1 4GF.



When the application is sent to HMRC you are to include copies of the following support 
documentation:

• NATO ID

• Passport

• Current registration documents

• Invoice (if you have it)

• It is not essential, but include any copies of the original UK registration 
documentation that you may have (i.e. a copy of your old V5 or VX302)

For vehicles 6 months old (or less) and/or have completed 6000 kms (or less) they 
are also to include a tax exemption certificate from the country that the vehicle is 
being exported. For those within Belgium or anyone uncertain where to obtain the 
certificate, please liaise with EJSU Vehicle Registration officer (EJSU-
VehReg@mod.gov.uk ).
The application will be processed within 48 (working) hrs of being received by 
HMRC. They will email the EJSU Vehicle Registration officer once the application 
has been processed with the Clearance Number. In addition, they will attempt to 
inform you by phone and send a letter confirming to your UK address.

DVLA:

Once HMRC NOVA confirmation is received, you can proceed to register your 
vehicle with the DVLA using form V55/5. For vehicles in excess of 3 years old, an 
MOT must also be carried out prior to the Form V55/5 being sent. To MOT the 
vehicle please request that the inspecting station use the vehicle chassis number as 
opposed to the European vehicle registration number. The Form V55/5 can be 
downloaded from the DVLA website: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/735691/v55x5-application-for-first-vehicle-tax-and-registration-of-a-
used-motor-vehicle.pdf.



Vehicles & Travel

Buying Second Hand
If you are planning to buy a second-hand car in Italy on the local market, the process may 
seem bureaucratic and confusing, but it can be done, especially if buying through a car 
dealer.  It is easier to buy one from another serviceman or purchase a lower value new car 
like a Fiat Punto or Ford Fiesta.  It is up to the individuals to source and negotiate the 
buying and selling cars, but the CLO may be able to assist with informing you of any 
potential vehicles available.

If you decide to buy on the Italian net, a residence permit (“permesso di soggiorno”) is 
sometimes required by the purchaser unless the person has provisional residence, in which 
case the car will get special plates with the letters EE on them. However, most dealers will 
only require a passport. Change of ownership is called a "trapasso" and there is an 
associated charge. Any change in a car's ownership must be registered within 10 days. 
Agencies featuring "Pratiche Automobilistiche" will do the documentation for you. The 
dealer that sells you the car can often recommend such an agency. The “Automobile Club 
d’Italia” (ACI) can handle the "trapasso" speedily and easily but will charge you for the 
service.

International Driving Permit (IDP) and UK Driving Licence Update

Your UK driving licence is valid for driving in Europe, you do not need to apply for an IDP. 
However, it is a requirement for you to change the address on your UK driving licence to the 
BFPO address of your posting. For NRDC-ITA this is: UGO MARA CASERMA, BFPO 61

VEHICLE REGISTRATION PROCESS WITH US FORCES AT VICENZA

Allied Forces Italy (AFI) Registration & Inspection

If bringing a car(s) from UK, you will need to register the car(s) under American Forces Italy 
(AFI) regulations if you wish to make use of the tax-free fuel and road tax exemption 
facilities run by the AFI.  However, you will receive these benefits only for the first car you 
register.  Your second car can be registered at Vicenza, but is not entitled to tax free fuel, 
and a Road Tax will be levied on the car.  Each family is entitled to run one car on duty free 
fuel and oil using a fuel card that can be used at AGIP/ENI garages.

AFI registration is the recommended option as it avoids direct involvement with the Italian 
systems for registration and inspection (see below).  At present registration and inspection 
is undertaken through the US at Vicenza.  A Full guide to Vehicle Registration at Vicenza 
will be given to you on arrival.
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The first time you register a car at Vicenza, regardless of age it must go through an 
inspection on the US Base at Vicenza. No appointment is necessary to register the car 
and have a safety inspection. All vehicles must be re-registered on an annual basis. If the 
vehicle is over 4 years old, it will need an inspection, which is done free of charge at 
Vicenza. Vicenza will also accept the Italian equivalent of the MOT (revisione), which can 
be done locally at approved garages. Although you have to pay for this, it may be a better 
option for those with older cars, who do not want to run the risk of driving to Vicenza only 
to find that it fails the free inspection and needs work doing to the car.

The Vicenza car registration office/Inspection Bay is off base near Caserma Ederle. The 
Driving Licence Office is on camp. Registration costs around $5 and €30 after which you 
will be issued with your registration document, fuel ration card and AFI number plates 
which are identical to Italian civil number plates. You can get dollars from the cash point 
on camp in Vicenza.

A second or third vehicle may also be registered on the AFI system but will attract Italian 
road tax (cost dependent on the HP of the car).  As an example, a Kia Piccanto (small car) 
is roughly €128 per year.

De-registration is quite a simple process, but you must take care to hand back the number 
plates.

Vehicle Insurance
Third party liability insurance is compulsory in Italy. Proof of up-to-date insurance 
coverage must be shown on your windscreen and, for international travel, must be carried 
in the form of a green card. Car insurance policies are generally issued for one year and 
several months' notice must be given to cancel a policy. There is a "bonus-malus" rating 
index which is similar to a no-claims bonus.

It is up to individuals to choose how they insure their vehicles, but advice can be obtained 
from the NSE.
Companies currently being used by contingent members include: 
Geico (geicovicecenza@hotmail.it or call 0039 0444 305052) and Clements 
(info.clements.com/BAF or call +44 (0) 33 0099 0104) as well as the Italian Company 
Vittoria which has an office in the barracks.
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Registration with Italian Civil Authorities
If you decide to register your vehicle with the Italian civil authorities you must provide your 
vehicle registration document, insurance policy card and your driving licence.
Licence plates are valid as long as you have the car. They belong to the car, not to its 
owner. They can be obtained at the Automobile Club Italia (ACI) or through the "Ufficio
della Motorizzazione". The procedure is easier at ACI. You will need to take a stamped 
(“bollata”) copy of your residence.

All motor vehicles must have an inspection (“revisione”) once they are 10 years old, and 
then every 2 years thereafter. Deadlines for inspections are posted by the "Ufficio della
motorizzazione e trasporti in concessione" and vary according to licence plate 
number. Cars over 5 years old must be tested for fume emissions (even with older type 
catalytic exhausts). This is obtained from authorised “officine” who then fix the so-called 
“bollino blu” on your windscreen. The frequency for such inspections may change so check 
with your local garage.
*This is purely for information only.

Train
Due to its proximity to Milan, Varese and its surroundings are well served by rail and Brits 
are often delighted at the cheaper fares.
There are three types of train in Italy: the Frecce (also referred to as 'ES') or Treni 
Eurostar Italia trains serve most major cities, are seriously fast and enforce a policy of 
mandatory seat reservations (apparently). Then there are the Intercity trains, still relatively 
fast and run the length of Italy, stopping at cities and large towns. And finally, the 
Regionale; local trains that are relatively cheap but notoriously busy during commuter 
hours. Booking tickets can be done at the station or, for Frecce and Intercity trains, online 
at http://www.trenitalia.com. The only crucial thing to note is that proper tickets (as opposed 
to the internet print-offs) must be validated before you embark at one of the green and white 
(or sometimes yellow) boxes. This will stamp your ticket with the time and date of first use 
and return the ticket to you.

Bus
Varese is served by an extensive provincial bus service. It is possible to travel to the city by 
the state buses from Milan and from other cities in the region.

Taxi
You will find taxi ranks at airports and in the centre of Varese, but taxi services in provincial 
and rural areas are rare and expensive. A reservation would be recommended. Taxis are 
more expensive than the UK.

Air Travel
See the Visitors section.



Driving in Switzerland

As we are very close to the Swiss border it is important to make sure that you have 
purchased and displayed a vignette. A vignette is a sticker that you need to attach to the 
inside of your cars windscreen. It is obligatory to have the vignette if you wish to drive on 
the Swiss motorways. They can be purchased online (https://swiss-
vignette.co.uk/product/swiss-vignette/), at the border or at petrol stations in 
Switzerland. The cost is CHF40. If you have a trailer or caravan you will be required to 
purchase additional vignettes.

The vignette is valid for a calendar 12 months regardless of when it is 
purchased. There are no daily, weekly or monthly vignettes.

Garages

Many of the contingent use Andrea's Garage in Galliate for routine car 
maintenance and changing tyres. Contact Andrea through WhatsApp is easiest. He is 
very reasonably priced and tries hard to fit in appointments quickly.

Via Belvedere 22, 21020 Galliate

+39 349 672 4410
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