
THE BRIT BAR

Upon arriving at Ramstein I was interested in finding a secondary duty that I’d be interested in and something where I could

leave my mark. The natural choices of PSAF and OC OA were already taken and there was little else that I was interested in.

I’d heard that the Brit Bar was changing hands but the incoming OC was due to leave the Service and wouldn’t be around for

much longer. Running a bar wasn’t something that I had previously been interested in but I had also heard that SAF had

allocated some funds to some much needed improvements. This made me more interested as there was an opportunity, and

some resource, to make a difference. 

I’m sure we all agree the global pandemic has been challenging for us all and, regrettably, tragic for some. I took over the

tenure as OC Brit Bar in Feb 2020 – just as COVID really started to bite and the Bar was forced to close. Nevertheless, the

forced closure of the Bar presented the Management Committee with a unique opportunity that could not be wasted. If the

Bar was closed we could undertake an ambitious renovation project. Hours were spent pouring over the internet looking for

inspiration, but balancing the result against cost and the ability of an enthusiastic amateur. I was adamant that in order to

maximise value for money, we would limit the amount spent on labour.

Over the course of the last 15 months we have managed the renovation of both the internal and external space – an area of

over 400m2. Hours of peoples own time have been spent painting, cutting, building and cleaning to get the Bar in the

position that it is now. Sqn Ldr Ben Tripp has accompanied me on the journey from the beginning and has kept me motivated

when the project, and COVID, wore me down at times. I’m very grateful for his unwavering support. 

Now we are transitioning from closure to opening on a regular basis I have the honour to hand over the reins to the new OC,

Sqn Ldr Ruairidh Jackson who has already been helping with the project. I know that Ruairidh is the right person to continue

to improve the Bar and make it an ongoing success. The whole team are really proud of what we have achieved and we

genuinely hope you enjoy many occasions in the improved facility. In addition to opening every Friday, keep your eyes and

ears open for the Brit Bar opening schedule supporting special occasions such as the Euro finals, British Lions Tour and

Wimbledon. Please also give us a ‘Like’ on our Facebook page @TheBritBarRamstein. 

Kind regards

Iain
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Brit bar before...

Brit bar after😮 

I think you will all agree that's quite a transformation! Thank you to Iain and to all
your team for providing our Community with a fantastic place to go and enjoy

with our family and friends! 



SUPPORT OUR WONDERFUL
FACILITIES:

BRIT SHOP FACE BOOK HERE.

BRIT CAFE HERE.

BRIT BAR HERE.

EJSU OUT OF HOURS

DUTY OFFICER:  0032 (0)
47278 2251
DUTY WELFARE OFFICER:
0032 (0)  478970280
JCCC: 0044 (0)  1452519951
HEALIX:  0044 (0)  2084817800

ThankThankThank
you!you!you!

Eve and Nicola for
sett ing up the group
'Community Stay and
Play'.  

Information & Announcements

IF YOU WISH TO
EXCHANGE
DOLLARS/EUROS AT
THE CASHIER THE
GAR FOR JULY IS 
£ 1  =  €1.1692
£1 = $ 1.3969
€1 = $1.1948

BABYSITTERS CLUB!

Last year we set up a
Babysitting club were we
could babysit for one
another. You can join here.

This is only for members of
our Community.

COVID Communications Officer (CCO)-
Sqn Ldr Steve O'Neill

UK Brits COVID website.

If not done already email:
clo.ramstein@gmail.com to be added to
the distribution list to receive updates.

Robert Koch dashboard. 

https://www.facebook.com/thebritshopramstein/
https://www.facebook.com/BritcafeRAB/
https://www.facebook.com/TheBritBarRamstein
https://www.facebook.com/groups/342204530463295/?ref=share
http://ramsteinbrits.weebly.com/covid-19.html
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/478220a4c454480e823b17327b2bf1d4


You can join here . This is for members of our Community only.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/960856848009960/?ref=share


Coffee Break Book

To Kill A Mockingbird, Harper Lee

This phenomenal classic has been recommended by Zoe O'Neill "One of the
greatest books I've ever read and everyone I've recommended it to can't
believe they've never read it before. The story is told by one of the leading
characters, Scout (Jean Louise) Finch. You hear about all the adventures she
has with her brother Jem and their constant desire to find out just who Boo
Radly is, a mysterious man who lives down their street. 
As well as their adventures, Harper Lee delves into the prejudices that exist
in the Deep South of America in the 1930s. Scout and Jem´s father is a
Lawyer who has been given the case of clearing a black man of the rape of a
white girl.
Fantastically well written and chosen by most as the 'must read'.

 
 
 
 
 
 

Beach Book 

Ralph’s Party, Lisa Jewell

Meet the residents of the London brownstone on 31 Almanac
Road who together weave a tangled web of romance. Ralph, a
ne'er-do-well artist , suddenly realizes he's head over heels in
love with his new flatmate Jem, the most fun and sensible girl
he's ever encountered. Unfortunately, Ralph's best friend,
Smith, has already won Jem's affections, although Smith has
not entirely given up his passion for the femme fatale, Cheri ,
who lives upstairs. Across the hall ,  l ive another couple who
have been happily unmarried for years! This story, with it ’s
twists and turns of colourful characters makes for a book who
won’t be able to put down!

Summer Reads

Bedtime Read 

The Jester, James Patterson

Arriving home disi l lusioned from the Crusades, Hugh
DeLuc discovers that his vi l lage has been ransacked
and his wife abducted. The dark riders came in the
dead of night, l ike devils, wearing no colours but
black crosses on their chests, leaving no clue as to
who they are. Knights they may be, but honour and
chivalry are not part of their code. They search for a
relic, one worth more than any throne in Europe, and
no man can stand in their way. Until Hugh, taking on
the role of a jester, is able to infi ltrate the enemy's
castle where he believes his wife is being held
captive.
Recommended by: Benno,
He is an avid reader but has read this one several
times. Benno says, “Probably the best book I ’ve read”!



The 86FSS website is  an excellent  source of information for events, activities and facilites available
to us all. It is updated on a regular basis and it has all the current Covid regulations required for each
facility. To find out more look here.

"Was Ist Los" is a fantastic magazine full of information on whats happening right now. To read the
current edition, click here .

Ramstein Community Center’s Upcoming
Events

Ramstein Aquatic Centre -
UPDATE

Recreation Pool- We are currently taking Recreation Pool reservations for weekends only. Max of four
households at any given time. Please call the aquatic center for details.

Fitness Pool- is currently open to dependents 18 and older With one of the following:

1. You are fully vaccinated. 
2. You have a note from your PCM stating you have recovered from Covid-19.
3. You Present valid negative Covid-19 test. 
4. You provide a home test that will be taken at check-in. (The Ramstein Aquatic Center does not
provide the Test kits)

Please feel free to call the Aquatic Center of the most updated information.

https://86fss.com/facility-updates/
https://issuu.com/ramsteinfss/docs/june-wil-final


 
Did you know?

 
You must register  your dog upon arrival.  You will  f ind more

information and registration documents here.
 

We are in the height of  t ick season.  Be sure to protect  your pets.
Have a look on the RSPCA site for  more info.

 

 

Meet Otto, he was born on the 15Th
May along with his two sisters. His
mum is Marble and his Dad is
unknown! Isn't he cute! Otto is still
looking for a loving home, if you are
interested let us know!

Willow arrived in the Harding
household early February this
year. 

We had to leave a very elderly
cat with fabulous friends, back
in the UK. Freddie had been
with the family for 20 years so
it wasn’t easy to say goodbye.
It probably won’t be forever,
he does seem to have the
proverbial 9 l ives. 

Willow is much loved by all of
us and even Conker puts up
with her mad, crazy spells!
Conker has taken his getting
used to her. It went from
curiosity to tolerance and now
we believe he is quite fond of
her company.

https://www.ejsu.net/ramstein-guides/
https://www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/pets/general/ticks


Bouncy castle for hire

Did you know that Olli has a selection of bouncy castle for hire?There is no delivery service, you
must collect yourself and you will need someone to give you a hand. You can pick it up the day
before you need it and return the day later with NO extra charge. 

The rental prices are below:

 
 

CROCODILE or SEALIFE or COASTER 

1 day - 110 € 
Weekend - € 16 
Short week Mon - Fri - € 210 
Whole week Mon - Sun - 260 € 

AIRPLANE 

1 day - 90 € 
Weekend - € 150 
Short week Mon - Fri - € 200 
Whole week Mon - Sun - 250 € 

Each bouncy castle comes with a blower and extension cord. As well as underlay and carpet.
So just unpack, connect and start! Assembly takes about 5 minutes and dismantling 15 
 minutes. If you would like the dimensions you can contact your CLOs. All bookings are
done direct with Olli; OLLY.Przybilla100@mod.gov.uk

mailto:OLLY.Przybilla100@mod.gov.uk


Mental Health matters
Volume 3 of the RAF’s ‘Thinking Out
Loud’ mental health newsletter is out
NOW. You can read this fantastic
newsletter HERE. This issue features
one of our very own!

Newly arrived.  Hi, my name is Ann McKenzie I am the Deputy European Welfare Officer (DEWO) for
EJSU.  I have recently arrived in post and looking forward to providing first l ine welfare support to
service personnel, spouses, dependants and entit led civil ians.  
 
About me.  I have spent 35 years in a support role working with military personnel in England,
Northern Ireland and for 24 years in Germany.  I have been a Welfare Officer with the Defence
Medical Welfare Service supporting Wounded Injured and Sick personnel and their families in the
Personnel Recovery Unit in Sennelager.  My specialism is mental health recovery which I have a MSc
in.  I also have 2 degrees in Health & Social Care and Social Science and a Diploma in Welfare
Studies.  I am a Stress Practitioner and an Advanced Life Coach with Conflict & Anger Management.  
In my spare time, I enjoy running and took the opportunity during lockdown to improve and have run
3 half marathons since last November.  I also enjoy hiking with my dog, Dexter primarily in the
Bavaria region.

How can I help?  I am here to support you with any welfare, personal or family concerns.  I am happy
to be contacted prior to a person or their family arriving in Location, however, my primary role is to
provide support throughout the duration of your overseas assignment.  As part of the Welfare Team, I
can also assist with Casualty and Compassionate issues, Safeguarding and working as a Community
Volunteer in any of the EJSU Locations.      
 
Having personally worked in Germany for 24 years, I ful ly understand the demands and challenges
placed upon MOD personnel and families l iving overseas, therefore, I work in a consultative and
advisory role, empowering personnel to overcome personal problems and any unexpected difficulties.  
There wil l be times where I wil l have to seek your permission to work closely with recognised
specialist support organisations such as DIO, BFSWS, DCYP and Medical staff to provide jointly
agreeable and appropriate personal support.  I also have direct access to the Chain of Command if
required. 
 
I work to a strict code of confidentiality and wil l not share or disclose anything that we may discuss
without first obtaining your consent. 
 
Contact me.  Office: +32 65 44 52 34 Mobile: +32 (0)478 66 29 15 Email :
annmarie.mckenzie114@mod.gov.uk
 
Random fact: I am a qualified Mindfulness Teacher Trainer and wil l be available for anyone
interested in learning more about Mindfulness.  It is especially useful for those with anxiety and
stress, and can help us to be in the moment and bring peace and calm into our busy l ives.

Wishing you all a lovely weekend and I look forward to meeting you soon.

Kind regards

Ann

A welcome message from Ann Marie McKenzie; the new Deputy European Welfare
Officer

https://www.ejsu.net/EJSUNET/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Thinking-Out-Loud-V3-RAF-MHN.pdf


A message from Sqn Ldr Hawker:

You may recall that when COVID restrictions took hold too long ago to contemplate, the SAF Day
Trips initiative was put in place to allow individual Families to continue enjoying SAF subsidised
days out. We are now starting to see the light at the end of the tunnel and it is great to see
Germany opening up once again as COVID restrictions are lifted. Indeed to support this
evolution, we are now starting to see Families enjoying days out with other families and friends as
a social group.

Because it is becoming viable to organise group events, the Family Day Trip initiative will come
to a natural conclusion. I am pleased, however; to inform you that the decision has been made to
extend the availability of Family Day Trips, by a further month, up to and including 31 Jul 21. From
the 1 Aug 21, the Family Day Trip initiative will end with a return to community events that lie at
the core ethos of SAF. Now is the time, therefore; to don thinking caps, dust off your
organisational skill-set and submit your ideas and grant applications to the SAF Committee for
consideration. In return, we will do our very best to subsidise your community events, and help
you in your planning and delivery.

On behalf of the SAF Trustee and Committee, I very much look forward to supporting you as we
move towards normality.

SAF News

CLO News

Hello from your CLOs

So much has been happening these last few weeks. We are delighted to be working from The
Commumity House and can’t wait to see everyone through the doors very soon. Thanks to Nicola
Nicholls and Eve Martland, a brand new tots group will be starting next week, called Community Stay &
Play. They have already redesigned the play area to look appealing and work well as a super space for the
children to explore. 

We shall be hosting our first coffee morning within the next two weeks so do stay posted for the date
and time. It is exciting to know that we can all meet up, in person very soon and indeed the time has
come for the grand opening of our fabulous Brit Bar! With all the hard work that has been going on for
the past few months, it has received a splendid face lift. The Brit Bar is going to be such a wonderful
venue for us all. The excitement continues as the summer break is nearly upon us and we can begin to
get together more easily and comfortably. 

Have a wonderful weekend and we cannot wait to welcome you into your Community House!

Love

Claire & Laura


