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It’s time to say a fond farewell to some 
members of our community: 
 

CPO Bentley 

Sgt Craven 

SSgt Dainty 

Col Dzisiewska 

WO2 Evans 

Cpl IrvingGp  

Capt Johnson 

Lt Col Pinches 

Cdr Walton 

 
We wish you all the very best for your trav-
els, enjoy the next chapter and have fun 
making new memories! 

 
 
 
 
 
Please join us in welcoming our new mem-
bers and there families to our community 
here in Brunssum and GK. 

 

Cpl Amponsa 

Major Andrews 

Lt Cdr Bird 

Captain Boyle 

Lt Cdr Boyle 

Wg Cdr Edwards 

Sgt Greenhalgh 

Wg Cdr Johnston   

WO2 Kubicsek 

 
 
We hope you enjoy 
your time here  
and enjoy exploring the area. 

CPO Mead 

Sqn Ldr Purchase 

Gp Capt Rayner 

Lt Col Smart 

Col Theakston 

Lt Woodward 

 

       



NEW SENIOR NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE INTRODUCTION – COLONEL EDDIE 

CORRIGAN (Late Royal Logistic Corps) 

Dear All, please let me introduce myself via this CLO’s Newsletter and in advance of my 

planned face-to-face engagements with you all, whether in person or by virtual means.  I am 

very clear that I have a hard act to follow and am extremely grateful to my predecessor, 

Colonel Rena Dzisiewska, for the incredible amount of work that she did in the last year and 

at the height of the COVID 19 pandemic as well as the realisation of the UK’s exit from the 

European Union.  We completed our Handover-Takeover during summer leave and I have 

not yet, therefore been as visible as I would like to be – but that is now changing! 

By way of background, I have now been in the military for XX years (a very long time!) and have served abroad for most of my mili-

tary life (life in general), dragging my family around with me for most of that too.   I arrived in Brunssum just over a year ago fol-

lowing a long period in lock down in Rome where I attended the NATO Staff Course (mostly virtually!).  Of course, shortly after 

arriving here, we too went into lock-down and this has been our reality for quite a while, though the situation is beginning to im-

prove incrementally.  Like many of us, I was isolated from my partner and my three children (whom I have seen this summer for 

the first time in a year!) and am enjoying the improved travel situation.  I am now accompanied here by my 17 year old son, and 

expect to be visited, occasionally, by my 19 and 22 year old daughters when they run out of funds or clean clothing at university in 

the UK.  I am also a keen sportsman and was over the moon when SnowWorld re-opened, the sailing club became active again and 

we could start using the gym and other sports facilities once more.  As such, I am very much alive to the challenges we faced (and 

may continue to face) as a consequence of both COVID and BREXIT, as well as separation from family and friends, and have been 

incredibly impressed by the resilience, initiative, innovation and care that our community demonstrated throughout.  That said, I 

am also acutely aware that there were and are issues that have remained hidden or which have not yet been fully dealt with at both 

the personal and professional levels and that these may yet come to the fore.  I want to take this initial opportunity to assure you 

that our individual and collective wellbeing is very much my focal point and that I will work with everyone I can to try to ensure 

that we are all looked after as best we can to ensure that we, as a community, are safe and happy and that we are therefore able to 

do our part for our community and the UK in NATO. 

So, I really look forward to meeting and getting to know you and to working with you to try and improve our lot as best we can.  I 

make no bones about the fact that I will need your support in this and I am always open to good ideas and solutions to challeng-

es.  I will look to your energy and enthusiasm to help me address what we need as we move forward with optimism but caution in to 

this new COVID era. 

To make it easier to contact me or to speak to me, I am looking at the possibility of running ‘clinics’ (preferably over coffee) on a 

routine basis but I am still trying to work out how best to do that and when – stand-by for more on this but do message me 

through the NSE Team or via the CLO Facebook pages if you need to.  Until then, take care and look after each other. 

Regards 

Eddie Corrigan 



 

Upcoming Events   
 

 

 

Newcomers coffee drop in 3rd September ,1300-1400 at The Brit 

Community Club. All welcome from 1400. 

 

Drop in Coffee Morning at the Brit Café in September: 

 

Time to get away from the office or meet a friend for that catch up 

then why not come to our CLOs coffee mornings, Thursday 9th, 

16th, 23rd and 30th from 1130-1300, all welcome. 

 

British Community Club is open 3rd and 24th from 1430. 

 

British Community Club are holding a quiz on Friday 1st October, 

who can beat the Teachers ?  See you there 

 

 

 

Huge ‘Thanks’, goes out to both Lyanne Willy and Ruth Shaw.  

Ruth has worked tirelessly to ensure that we have 

a SSAFA representative here at the Brunssum.  

Without your hard work and effort over the past 

few years this would not have be available  to the 

community.  Thank you for all that you have done 

to provide this facility to us all. 

Lyanne has been working in the NSE since 2019, sup-

porting the community firstly within the HIVE before 

stepping into the CLO role.  Our thanks and  grati-

tude for all that you have done for the community in 

your time at Brunssum and wish you all the very best 

for the future.  



 

Second place for us here in Brunssum! 

Congratulations to Sanda Steenson ! 



Are you new to the Brunssum region?
Would you like to get to know other people/families?

Do you like walking and want to see the Limburg 
countryside? 

Then Join The Tri-Border Walking Club
(Open to NATO staff and associated personnel)

We organize walks of various distances, suited for beginners, 
usually once a month.

Membership costs: €20 - individuals

€35 - families
(this covers a 3 year period)

For more information and to join, send us an Email:
triborderwalking@hotmail.com

Updated Aug 21

We need  community volunteers. Please, please, 

please!!! Get in touch  

Would you like to volunteer to help the community here in Brunssum? 

It only requires a few hours every few months and full training will be provided. Do get in touch if you would like 

some more information. 

The positions we have available are: 

Community Volunteer , Treasurer (From Dec 2021) and Publicity 

Maybe you could do with someone to talk to? 

Feeling lonely, low or just fed up? We can provide support via Zoom during these trying Covid times...do get in 

touch on the email above. 

We are completely confidential and operate outside of the Chain of Command. 

Or call FORCESLINE on 0800 260 6767 or LIVE CHAT also available at 

https://www.ssafa.org.uk/get-help/forcesline 

We are here to support the person behind the uniform and your 

family.  



So we (Ben and Kate Palmer) are running the virtual London Marathon on the 3rd 

Oct which also happens to be Kates 42nd Birthday (should be the meaning of life, 

the universe and everything….). 

We have never covered this distance running together and we thought it would be 

a good motivation to train through the last few months if we had something to 

aim for! We are also fundraising for RNIB, both Kate and her Dad have issues 

with eyesight so it is a cause close to us all. 

We will be running a cake fundraiser on the 23rd September on JFC – more details 

to 
The route is being finalised but is planned as follows: 

Brunssum, LTM Weg, Jos Klijnenstraat 

Hoensbroek, Puth, Sittard 

Munstergeleen, Merkelbeek 

Brunssum – Finishing at the Akerstraat gate 

We would love to have your support along the route with claps, cheers or even join us for a leg! Watch out for updates! 

 

 

BRIT CAFÉ 
Did You Know? 

 

  The Brit Café is open, eat in or Takeaway!! 
 

 

                                     

 

                                            

 

 

                                        We have a selection of Baguettes, Wraps 

                          

                                          or Croissants + your choice of filling     

                             

                                Ask for our specials when you call                                             

 

                                                Brit Café Ext 3822 
 

 

                               Call us between 11.00 & 1200 to order  

 

                      Pick up between 1200 & 1300,Monday to Thursday. 

           
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
www.army.mod.uk/hives 

 
www.twitter.com/ArmyHIVEinfo 

 
www.facebook.com/ArmyHIVE 

 
www.brunssumhive.blogspot.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The way that Army HIVE blog updates are sent out has changed. From July you will no longer 
receive automated emails. Your local HIVE will send out regular email updates highlighting 
and linking to the most recent HIVE blog posts that are likely to be relevant to you and the 

local military community. 
To be added to the mailing list to receive these, please 

email brunssumhive@armymail.mod.uk 
Thank you for continuing to use Army HIVE’s services. If you have any questions about this 

service or need any other information, please contact us:  
brunssumhive@armymail.mod.uk  

or  
+31 45 526 2891 

 

For a full guide of local events and things to do, please visit; 

https://brunssumhive.blogspot.com/ 
 

Information on the Blog and more... 
 

• The Army Film & Photographic Competition Is Open 

• NHS Armed Forces Update - July 

• Job Vacancy - JFC Alliance Theater Assistant Manager 

• Covid Testing 

• Follow HIVE on Instagram 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 Brunssum and GK Community  

Do you have a recommendation for others in our community, please let us know. 

This months top recommend : Childcare. 

 Did you know that our host nation regulates childminders and they have a national register to ensure  they meet the  

extensive quality requirements  ? 

 

Here is a link to a childminding agency that may be able to find you the right care at the times that you need it, 

      https://www.viaviela.nl/ 

 

Please note this is a host nation agency and has not been verified by EJSU 

 

 

  

 

 Contact  
Secretary:

Richard.Oliver@jfcbs.nato.int
Treasurer: 

David.Kerrigan@ncia.nato.int

https://www.viaviela.nl/


Our opening times:  

Mon  0900-1400  

Tues  1200-1400  

Wed   0900-1400  

Thur  1200-1400  

Fri  0900-1400 

 

Contact Details: 

Phone;  0031 45526 ext 2231  

Email; 

EJSUBrunssumCentralregistry@mod.gov.Uk 

Brunssum Registry Office 

Welcome to Gail in the Registry  

DUE TO THE STRONG POSSIBILITY OF A MEMBER OF 

STAFF SUFFERING ANAPHALAXYS – THERE IS A STRICT 

BAN ON THE FOLLOWING WITHIN THE NSE 

 

    NO BANANAS  

   NO BALLOONS 

   NO LATEX GLOVES   

mailto:EJSU-Brunssum-Centralregistry@mod.gov.Uk


eLearning Centre  

Open to all NATO ID holders 

and their dependants: 

THEinternationally-recognised 

qualificationto demonstrate 

computer competence 

to future employers 

The European Com-

puter 

Driving Licence® 

(ECDL) 

is administered and 

examined 

remotely at your eLC 

Prices from £62.46 

Kate has taken over from Caroline at the start of July and is under-
taking the ECDL herself enabling greater support for students.  Kate 
is also an OU student who will be starting Year 2 in September.    

Exam season has been successful this year—
we can invigilate a range of exams, 
ECDL, iGCSE, A-Level and Open University. 
With the ECDL both Goose and Caroline have 
provided remote and in person invigilation 
which has enabled students from Italy to 
qualify, we await confirmation that this level 
of flexibility can continue from the qualifica-
tion authority.  
for students.   
A degree for free? 
Enrolment deadline for OU courses starting 
late Oct is looming – 9th September. Pop in 
and have a chat with Kate and Goose on how 
BFPO registration works, study and life bal-
ance and what its like being a student again 
after 20 plus years after school.  Courses can 
be free dependent upon circumstances! Or 
service personnel can use learning credits. 



 

DIO Notice 

DIO remains closed and all staff are still  currently working from home.  Please note that the phones ARE NOT manned in 

the offices. 

All faults with your SFA or SLA are to be  reported to DIO via the Repair Helpdesk email address:  DIO-BRUNSSUM- 

HELPDESK@mod.gov.uk  

For general enquiries: DIO-BRUNSSUM-GENERALENQUIRIES@mod.gov.uk   

The DIO team consists of 

Derek Chisholm—Housing Manager 

Cindy McMahon—Office Manager 

Amanda Skinner—Housing and Finance Clerk 

Brendan McMahon— Estate Manager 

Kerryll Gray—Estate Manager’s Assistant 

 

 

 
 
 

Central European Practice 
Defence Primary Healthcare Overseas 

European Joint Support Unit                                                                           

 JFC Brunssum, BFPO 28 

BRUNSSUM CEP (FORMERLY UK MED ADMIN) 
 

Following NL government guidelines I‘m currently working from home.  I can be contacted via Email on: maxine.smith761@mod.gov.uk or  
via Skype on: 0044 300 166 8562 

 
Please forward any reports or bills to me via the email address above. 

 
Main CEP can be contacted on:                                          

SGDPHC-O-EJSU-CEP@mod.gov.uk  +32 (0)6544 2280 

Med Finance:  SGDPHC-O-EJSU-Finance@mod.gov.uk 
+32 (0)6544 2280 

 
Healix: 

healthline@healix.com  +44 (0)208 481 7800 
 

*Please note the Dutch Med Centre and Dr Roos are open,    

   It is advisable to call ahead first* 

 Dutch Med Centre  0031 (0) 889 502 717 #3 

         Dr Roos  0031 (0) 45 525 2217 

For the Patient information leaflet, 

please click here 

mailto:HELPDESK@mod.gov.uk
mailto:DIO-BRUNSSUM-GENERALENQUIRIES@mod.gov.uk
mailto:maxine.smith761@mod.gov.uk
mailto:SGDPHC-O-EJSU-CEP@mod.gov.uk
mailto:SGDPHC-O-EJSU-Finance@mod.gov.uk
mailto:healthline@healix.com
https://www.ejsu.net/health/central-european-practice/


Register for a Coronavirus Test 

 

If you have (mild) symptoms of COVID-19, make an appoint-
ment to get tested. Call the toll-free number  

+31 (0) 850 659 063  

 

Testing to shorten the quarantine period  

You can arrange to get tested for coronavirus on the 5th day 
after your arrival in the Netherlands, even if you don’t have 
any symptoms. If the test shows you do not have coronavirus, 
you can end your self-quarantine. You can make an appoint-
ment to get tested by calling the municipal health service 
(GGD) on +31 (0) 850 659 063.   

You can also make an appointment online by going to coro-
natest.nl. You can make an appointment by phone in ad-
vance, but you will have to wait until day 5 to make an ap-
pointment online. 

 

In July and August you can gain a free Covid test for travel, 

please see link below: 

https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/onderwerpen/coronavirus-

covid-19/reizen-en-vakantie/coronabewijs/gratis-

coronatest (open in Chrome) 

For up to date information on COVID-19 in the Netherlands  

(Ctrl-Left click) 

NL Government Website 

 

U.K. Government Website  

 

ejsu.net  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rijksoverheid.nl%2Fonderwerpen%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Freizen-en-vakantie%2Fcoronabewijs%2Fgratis-coronatest&data=04%7C01%7CEmma.Hearnden100%40mod.gov.uk%7Cf7dd8b7133fd4fe3561108d94f77e77d
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rijksoverheid.nl%2Fonderwerpen%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Freizen-en-vakantie%2Fcoronabewijs%2Fgratis-coronatest&data=04%7C01%7CEmma.Hearnden100%40mod.gov.uk%7Cf7dd8b7133fd4fe3561108d94f77e77d
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rijksoverheid.nl%2Fonderwerpen%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Freizen-en-vakantie%2Fcoronabewijs%2Fgratis-coronatest&data=04%7C01%7CEmma.Hearnden100%40mod.gov.uk%7Cf7dd8b7133fd4fe3561108d94f77e77d
https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/find-coronavirus-local-restrictions
https://www.ejsu.net/

