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Foreword &
Goodbye
By Claire Harding

Here we are after being a team for only 4 months and unfortunately
I’m having to say goodbye to my role as CLO. It has been a huge
privilege to work alongside Laura and certainly, learn from the
best! It has also been an absolute joy to meet and get to know, so
many of our community. I leave purely because I have been offered
another job; I had imagined being here until the end of our posting.
However, I trained as an Art teacher many moons ago and am
thrilled to be working in the world of teaching and of Art once
again. So, I love and leave this job but so look forward to all that we
have to come, as a community, enjoying life together, here at
Ramstein. Just to say, I will miss seeing Laura everyday and will
miss being apart of the fantastic NSE team. My sincere thanks to all
of them for their amazing support from the very start and I’m only
sorry that my time with them was so brief.
Claire x

RAFA Luxembourg Wings
Weekend

On the weekend of 1st -3rd October, Wg Cdr Jason Payne and Sqn Ldr David EmenySmith travelled to Luxembourg to represent the UK contingent of Ramstein at the RAFA
Luxembourg Wings Weekend. On Friday the pair attended a reception hosted by Ms
Fleur Thomas, the UK ambassador to Luxembourg, along with senior representatives
from RAFA and the local community. On Saturday morning, a memorial event was held at
La Basbellain in northern Luxembourg. This was the site of three graves of British
airmen who were shot down in their Fairey Battle on 10 May 1940. Our two Ramstein
representatives laid a wreath and gave readings, before meeting the town
Bourgmestre, local dignitaries, and the ladies who manage the upkeep of the graves. A
small RAF party from Cosford were also in attendance, having been granted special
permission to travel across with an RAF Ensign for the occasion. The Bourgmestre
thanked the RAF representatives and RAFA for attending and honouring the memory of
the fallen airmen, and Wg Cdr Payne responded with thanks to the townspeople for their
continued efforts of remembrance. The weekend’s proceedings were neatly wrapped
up with a gala dinner organised by RAFA Luxembourg in the city centre.
Good ties with RAFA Luxembourg have been re-established post-COVID through this
and other events. If anyone is interested in representing the UK Ramstein contingent at
such an event, please contact Sqn Ldr David Emeny-Smith for further information.

Community Announcements
Community Liaison Officer
Administrative Officer - St Davids
Learning support Assistant - St Davids
For full job spec and application form email
ejsu-ramstein-clomailbox@mod.gov.uk

Thanks to Eve and Nicola; our wonderful volunteers, we now have an
amazing group - Community Stay and play. It would be fantastic to have
more groups to offer but without volunteers this can't happen. The
process is simple; you complete a registration form, complete level 1
Safeguarding training and a DBS check which is paid for by us. Once you
have this you can use the community house at your own disposal! A few
examples of what you could do; regular coffee mornings, craft
afternoon/nights, Christmas wreath making, sewing club, book club,
movie nights, wine night. The list is endless. As your CLO, we will help you
set up events and can support you with funding. For more information
drop us a line ejsu-ramstein-clomailbox@mod.gov.uk.

A message from Wg Cdr Cooper
For those of you who were here prior to the summer, you will be aware that money was
allocated by SAF towards a wine tasting within this FY. The time has now come to hold the
event!!
THIS EMAIL IS INTENDED AS A ‘PLACEHOLDER’ FOR WHAT WILL BE A ZERO COST EVENT
FOR MEMBERS OF THE BRITISH COMMUNITY.
This will be a ‘blind’ British Empire themed wine tasting with wines available from countries
across the former British Empire. The idea will be for people to form small teams and to
answer questions about each wine such as: type of grape, country of origin, age of the
wine and price. Points will be awarded for correct answers and there will be prizes for the
teams with the highest points.
The event is scheduled for 18 Nov 21 and will be held in the BritPub from 1930 – 2300 hrs.
Exact direction regarding capacity will be issued in due course though it is anticipated at
around 100 personnel.
Food will be laid on in the form of cheese and biscuits (possibly other snacks) and this will
be replenished during the evening. Dress will be casual and transport arrangements will be
detailed in a further email.
Finally, please note that Cpl Laura McLoughlin has kindly agreed to be part of the team that
puts this event together, you will hear more about her role in the follow on email (expect
within the next week) which will add granularity to administrative arrangements for the
event.
18 NOV – TIME FOR FUN!

The Dakota Crash of 1944
On Saturday 25th September the unveiling of a remarkable memorial took place
in a beautiful and peaceful setting of Nackterhof/Neuleiningen.

Saturday marked 77 years since the tragic event of the Royal Airforce Dakota KG653
being shot down killing 23 young men.
The Story
KG653 was one of eight Dakota aircraft flying from England to a fuelling stop on
Sardinia with a crew of two Royal Air Force and one Royal Australian Air Force
airmen and 20 Royal Canadian Air Force passengers. As we now know the aircraft
found itself off-course over Germany and after a short engagement with a fighter
aircraft, crashed in a field killing all onboard.
The twenty RCAF passengers were destined for India and service in two newly
forming RCAF transport squadrons. They were going to be the aircraft mechanics,
firefighters, motor transport drivers, military police, cooks and support personnel
for 435 and 436 Squadrons. The individual airmen would receive their squadron
assignments upon arrival.

Although not officially listed as such, KG653 is likely the first casualty of 435 and
436 Squadrons who, as part of a larger air cargo task force, would support the
British 14th Army as they fought their way eastward through impossible Burmese
jungle terrain with supply from the air being the only reliable means to support the
advance. Combined, the two Squadrons would go on to serve more than 11 months
in the Burma theatre of operations conducting more than 25,000 operational
sorties. Eight aircraft and 21 members would be lost before the Burma Squadrons
withdrew to the United Kingdom after the cessation of hostilities in August 1945.
In his book ‘For Your Tomorrow, Canadians and the Burma Campaign 19411945’,Professor Robert Farquharson, an original member of 435 Squadron, reminds
us of the challenge faced by veterans who served in the Far East
both during and after the war. The Burma Campaign was known as the Forgotten
War: it was far from home, mail was slow, the conditions were deplorable with
monsoon rains, savage jungles and a fierce enemy, and the Campaign in general
was overshadowed by the wars in Europe and the Pacific. Many veterans or
surviving family members felt frustration in the post-war years as many Canadians
did not even know that there had been a war in Burma or that Canadians had fought
in it. Spurred on by this frustration, Professor Farquharson wrote from his
experience fighting the war and from his expertise of many years as a university
professor.
The story of KG653 will not be forgotten with this monument in the municipality of
Neulinengen.

Nackterhof is just a 35 minute drive and the monument now stands close to the
site of the crash in a nearby field.

Spooky
Reads!
The October Boys tells the chilling story of a
Halloween night in 1988 when a group of 12
year olds encounter a shadowy ice cream
truck. One of the children is taken, never to
be seen again. More than 20 years later, the
rest of the group remains haunted by the
traumatic event and returns to where it all
happened. But someone is waiting for them.

If you are an Agatha Chrisie fan, this novel is sure to draw
you in. When a 13 year old girl brags about having
witnessed a murder, no one believes her. But when she
herself turns up dead several hours later, the only one
who can help make sense of it all is detctive Hercule
Poirot

IF YOU DARE!
This collection of poems about ghost, witches, and other
ghoulish apparitions is perfect for a dramatic reading
around the campfire this October.

One for the kids, but just as scary!!!!!!!!
They're thirteen ordinary kids in thirteen ordinary towns.
Or is there something more eerie going on? Debut author
Josh Allen masterfully concocts horror in the most
innocent of places. Everyday objects suddenly become
manacing and familiar spaces turn sinister. You just have
to keep reading, otherwise who knows what will happen!

Friday 24th September was all about questions ranging from a variety of subjects
and genres. It brought on laughter, frustration, excitement, debate and concluded
in karaoke!
How did that happen?
I think it was down to the brilliant bar staff looking after us all so well; single
handedly by Anna! Also, the fact that 3 tables out of the 6, won vouchers to spend at
the bar!
Thank you to everyone that came and got involved. Everyone contributed to the
fantastic atmosphere and the good feel factor of a good old fashioned quiz night.

We couldn't have managed without the expert help of Dez. Thanks so much and
can we call on you next time?
We are planning a Christmas Quiz; we'll keep you posted!

CLO News
September has whizzed by in a flash and the Autumn vibes are definitely upon us now!
September was busy and fun here at The Community House; it was so fabulous to see so
many of you at the Coffee Morning, the 'Bake with the Padre' morning and the Brit Bar
Quiz Night. By all accounts these were successful events, made all the more jolly by all
of YOU! Thank you for coming along and participating.
This, it seems, was just a warm up for all the great opportunities coming up this month!
Oktoberfest season is upon us and the Brit Bar are running back to back events for us
all to have the chance to dress up in the traditional Dirndl and Lederhosen and raise our
steins of beer!

It'll be a noisy one, for sure!

A big thank you to Sqn Ldr Steve O'Neill for organising a SAF trip to Phantasialand for us
all in December. The first one this year! Thank you for doing this in your own time and I'm
sure like me, everyone is very grateful.
I would like to take this opportunity to say goodbye and a massive thank you to our lovely
Claire. Although her time was short in her role as CLO she helped organise many events
and produced some awesome Newsletters. I personally will just miss having her lovely,
wonderful self in the office. Claire; from me and all the British Community we wish you all
the best in your new role, they are extremely lucky to have you!
Laura x

