
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remembrance Parade 2021 

On Thu 11 Nov 2021 the UK community at Poggio Renatico came 
together at Argenta Gap War Graves and Bologna Commonwealth 
War Cemetery to commemorate service members who have died in 
wars and other conflicts since the onset of World War 1. 
 
UK service personnel and their families arrived at both locations, 
poppies pride of place. Ready to acknowledge the courage and 
sacrifice of those who served their country and our responsibility to 
maintain the peace they fought hard to achieve. SACs Crosby and 
Davies spoke about the campaigns in Northern Italy and some of the 
heroic individuals who made the ultimate sacrifice. After a few 
moments of reflection, service personnel gathered to begin the 
Remembrance Ceremony. Sqn Ldrs Brown and Booth began at each 
site with the opening remarks followed by Flanders Fields by John 
McCrae. The parade fell silent for the Last Post, two minutes silence 
and Reveille. Wreaths were laid at both locations including one at 
Argenta on behalf of the Canadian community to commemorate their 
fallen. 
 

 
Both groups returned to Ferrara for lunch at Cusina e Buttega. What followed was a great afternoon 
with excellent food and wine and amazing company. Today we face hard times in a very different way. 
COVID has affected everybody around the world, it has certainly taken its toll on this small community 
in Ferrara over the past two years.  The day’s events highlighted how important it is to get the majority 
of the community together, socialise and have a good time. It creates so much positivity which is 
exactly what we need as we continue to navigate uncertain times. 
 
Cpl Peter Hodson 
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Christmas Markets 

 
Trento  
 
20th November – 6th January 2022 
Piazza Fiera 
 
Sundays –Thursdays: 10 a.m. – 7.30 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays: 10 a.m. – 8.30 p.m. 
Saturday 18th & Friday 31st December: 10-2200 
Closed on Christmas Day 
 
 
Trento is a big city in the Alto Adige region. Nestled in the Italian Alps, between Lake Garda and the 
Dolomites, Trento is not too far from Ferrara and makes an exciting day out. It hosts one of the largest 
Christmas markets in northern Italy with over sixty wooden huts selling beautiful Italian/German 
Christmas handcrafted decorations. It often has an ordinary market and second hand market on at 
weekends which can be great fun to visit too. Get your walking shoes on! 
By car: 2 hours 20 minutes 
By Train: 3 hours approx. 
 
Bolzano  
 
26th November – 6th January 2022 

Piazza Walther 
 
Every day: 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
Christmas Eve: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Closed on Christmas Day 
26th December: 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
31st December: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
1st January: midday – 7 p.m. 
6th January: 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
 
Bolzano is a lovely town in the Alto-Adige region that is 
situated on the border of Switzerland and Austria. It is 
slightly further north than Trento but it is still possible 
to visit in a day. Its main piazza, Piazza Walther, is truly 
beautiful at Christmas time. It is filled with traditional 
Christmas huts selling decorations and gifts as well 
as hosting a variety of food stands. To find the main piazza, 

just follow the scent of spiced mulled wine, warm bagels, sausages and delicious apple strudel! 
 
The tourist board recommends that visitors leave their cars in one of the larger car parks outside 
Bolzano and take one of the provided buses which run every 15 minutes into the town centre. 
By car: about 3 hours (Exit from the motorway at ‘Bolzano Sud Fair’) 
By train: 4 hours approx. Ferrara – Bologna – Bolzano. 



 

 

Merano 
 
26th November – 6th January 2022 
Sundays – Thursdays: 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
Fridays, Saturdays & holidays: 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Christmas Eve: 10 a.m. – 4.30 p.m. 
Christmas Day: closed 
31st December: 10 a.m. – 4.30 p.m. 
6th January: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
(The food stands stay open a little longer in the 
evenings) 
 
Merano has a very pretty Christmas market which 
is set up along the river Passirio. It is perhaps a little smaller than the other markets but it has an 
intimate and magical atmosphere being situated in such a beautiful fairytale place. It takes a good 
three and a half hours to get there by car, but if you are visiting Bolzano then it is well-worth visiting 
Merano whilst you are up north. 
 
 
Verona  

12th November – 26th December 2021 
Piazza dei Signori / Dante 
Sundays – Thursdays: 10 a.m. – 9.30 p.m.  
Fridays, Saturdays and Eves: 10 a.m. – 11 p.m. 
24th December: closes at 5 p.m. 
25th December: opens at 4 p.m. 
26th December: closes at 6 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 
If you do not want to travel as far as Bolzano, Merano or Trento then Verona offers a lovely Christmas 
experience for all the family. In collaboration with the Nuremburg Christmas market, this romantic city 
hosts over 100 stands which sell a variety of gifts and decorations made from wood, ceramics and 
glass. You can find both traditional Italian and German Christmas cakes, sweets and biscuits, not to 
mention the wonderful food stands which offer tasty dishes throughout the day. A glass of mulled wine 
and a slice of Verona’s Pandoro cake will certainly lift your Christmas spirits! 
 
 
Ferrara  
 
20th November – 9th January 2022 
Every day 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
 
Ferrara’s own Christmas market will arrived on 20th November 
in Piazza Trento Trieste. It sells gifts such as books, local 
crafts, food and knickknacks. The wonderful Christmas lights 
make market a beautiful setting.  
 



 

 

Events throughout December  

 
CHRISTMAS SHOWS 
 
Piazza Castello (free entrance) 
 
4th December - 'Dream' 
An exciting combination of music, dance and art with fire, lights, butterflies and jellyfish. 
 
11th December - 'Miwa Cartoon Cover Band' 
A superhero concert for children and families. 
 
18th December - 'The Big Violinist' 
Music from Elisa Semprini - an important violinist who will play in a rather intriguing costume! 
 
From 28th December - 2nd January 
An exciting video-mapping show will take place at dusk on the south-facing walls of the Castle. 
 
 
 
 
TEATRO NUOVO - Piazza Trento Trieste, 52 
 
Pink Floyd Tribute Band 
4th December at 9 p.m. 
 
The Jungle Book Musical 
12th December at 5 p.m. 
 
Gospel Choir 
21st December at 9 p.m. 
 
The Nutcracker Ballet 
28th December at 9 p.m. 
 
To book tickets: 
 
Email: biglietteria@teatronuovoferrara.com 
Telephone: - 0532 1862055 
Ticket office opening times (inside the theatre):  
Tuesdays, Wednesdays,Fridays & Saturdays: 11a.m.– 1p.m. & 4 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
Thursdays: 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
TURNING ON THE CHRSTMAS TREE LIGHTS 
 
Wednesday 8th December 
Piazza Trento Trieste 
 
This year there are three main Christmas trees in Ferrara. There is the traditional tree in Piazza Trento 
Trieste, one at the end of San Romano and another Piazza dell'Acquedotto. Their lights will be 
switched on this day for everyone to admire! 
 
 
 
BENVENUTIAL POLO NORD 
WELCOME TO THE NORTH POLE 
 
4th , 5th, 8th, 11th, 12th, 18th, & 19th December 
 
At 'FICO' Eataly Food centre, 
Via Paolo Canali, 8 
40127 Bologna 
 
A super adventure in the North Pole awaits 
children and parents at the food park Fico. 
Father Christmas’s helpers will lead the way 
through this snowy land to his home with 
games, a workshop and exciting challenges 
along the way. If you are lucky, you may 
even meet Father Christmas in person! 
 
Time slots; (The event lasts 75 minutes) 
Saturdays: 2 p.m. 3 p.m. 4 p.m. or 5p.m. 
Sundays: 11 a.m. 12 p.m. 2 p.m. 3 p.m. 4 p.m. or 5 p.m. 
Meeting place: Albero della Vita – Tree of Life (The main entrance to Fico is at car park P1). 
 
Tickets (which include entrance to Fico): 
Adults: €8 
Children up to the age of 11: €12 
 
To book tickets visit the website: https://feshioneventi.it/prodotto/benvenuto-al-polo-nord/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://feshioneventi.it/prodotto/benvenuto-al-polo-nord/


 

 

Christmas coffee morning  
 
 
Join us for a festive community coffee morning on 
Thursday 9th December at the NSE from 1200-1500. 
Please RSVP to the CLO by Tuesday 7th.  
 

Festive baking donations gratefully received        

 
 
 

 
 
 
Children’s Christmas Competition 
 
I would like to invite you all to take part in 
a special Christmas Card decorating 
competition.  
 
If you would like, please use the following 
drawing tutorial;  
 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=siYqg1xwy4k  

 
Draw with Rob – Christmas edition. 
 
I look forward to seeing your creations.  
 
Please send them to me by 13/12 so that 
the winners can be chosen. All entries will 
receive a small prize.  
 
I really hope you enjoy the Draw with Rob 

tutorial        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=siYqg1xwy4k


 

 

Community Updates 

NSE Updates 

 

DIO – If you are returning to the UK for a period of Christmas leave please contact Davina and she will 

arrange for the property to be checked if required.  

A polite reminder to ensure heating is turned down low and if possible, leave an external light on. 

Please ensure no ACU’s are on and no more than 2 internal lights switched on.  

The DIO CRA position is also now open for applications. Please refer to CLO email for full details.    

 

Christmas Mail  

We expect the last bag of mail for the 

year to arrive w/c 13th-17th December. If 

you are ordering things for Christmas, 

please ensure you leave enough time for 

these to be delivered to BFPO.  

We expect the first box of mail for 2022 

to arrive w/c 13th January. 

The NSE will close for the Christmas 

holidays from 20th December 2021 until 

9th January 2022.  

 

BFPO Christmas Service Update 

As we have progressed through 2021, BFPO has seen a general improvement to mail services across 

our network, however there are still some locations (specifically Naples, Nepal & Brunei) where 

services remain inconsistent or restricted.  BFPO customers in those locations should be assured that 

BFPO will continue to seek all possible service improvements as a priority. 

It is important that all BFPO customers understand that UK/international logistic supply chains (this 

includes world-wide mail pipelines) are likely to remain under significant pressure for the remainder of 

the year, at least, which could further impact service frequencies. BFPO customers can be assured 

that throughout the run up to Christmas, that BFPO will continue to exploit every opportunity to move 

mail forward in support of the overseas defence community, however due to the ongoing uncertainty, 

at this time, BFPO customers are strongly advised to: 

Post mail items and place mail orders as early as possible – BFPO overseas customers are also 

advised to pass this message to family and friends, to avoid disappointment should the world-wide 

mail pipeline become further disrupted in the run up to Christmas 2021. 



 

 

Point of Contacts 

Point of Contact(s) during the Xmas period. 

The below numbers should assist in case of an Emergency during the XMAS Standdown.  

Duty Italian Speaker: +39 3316112140 

European Duty Field Officer: 0032479911075 

Babcock:  

1. From Italian Mobile: 800940008 

2. From a UK Mobile: +44 (0) 1454806957 

EJSU Duty Clerk: 

1. 17 – 20 Dec 21: (0032)477354381 

2. 20 – 27 Dec 21: (0039) 348 4011216 

3. 27 Dec 21 – 3 Jan 22: (0039) 348 4011216 

4. 3 – 10 Jan 22: +34 686 382 314 

 

 

 

 

 The NSE team would 
like to wish you all a 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. We 

very much look forward 
to what next year will 

bring.  



 

 

 


