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A mixed bag of a month... 

We’re sure you’ve all been avidly following the Dutch Government’s Covid        

announcements over the last few weeks. What a relief to see that further easing 

of restrictions mean that we are further down the path to resuming pre-covid 

life. Whilst it may be difficult to get back into the interacting with others mindset, 

we know that as a community 

we can come together as a 

whole to support each other 

and enjoy our time here in the 

Netherlands more easily when 

we do it in person. Please     

ensure you are still following 

any current host nation guide-

lines and being sensible, but 

take advantage of the changes 

and enjoy a bit more freedom 

to socialise and explore! 

 

Current events may have resulted in our Serving community altering or increasing 

their time in work. This can cause uncertainty and additional stress to families as 

well as the Serving Person. Please take note of the additional support avenues 

that are mentioned later in the newsletter and take advantage of the relaxing of 

Covid measures to ensure your friends and neighbours are ok.  

 

Please read on for further information on upcoming events, community news and                

local information. 
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Support Contacts 

Transition back towards a more normal way of life, along with uncertainty of    

current world affairs can lead to worries and additional strain. In addition to con-

tacting your CLOs JFC Welfare Champions and the NSE, there are organisations 

and people who can help in many ways.  

Please take note of the below welfare points of contact for future use: 

For details on multiple available supporting organisations, and to contact the EJSU 

welfare team, please visit: www.ejsu.net/welfare   

Padre:   

Maj. Nia Williams: Email: Nia.Williams264@mod.gov.uk   

European Welfare Officer (EWO) 

Chris Jones 

Office:  0032 (0) 6544 8082  

Mobile:  0032 (0) 478 97 02 80 

Email Address: Christopher.Jones252@mod.gov.uk  

SSAFA Health Visitor, Kerry Riley: UKStratCom-DMS-DPHC-EJSU-

CEPGrp@mod.gov.uk  

Army Families Federation: ejsu@aff.org.uk 

Brunssum Hive: brunssumhive@armymail.mod.uk 

 

 
Feeling lonely, low or just fed up?  
Maybe you could do with someone to 
talk to?  
 
 
 

 
We can provide support via Zoom or face to face. We are completely confidential 
and operate outside of the Chain of Command.  
 
Email: Brunssum.isc@ssafa.org.uk 
 
Or call FORCESLINE on 0800 260 6767 or LIVE CHAT also available at https://
www.ssafa.org.uk/get-help/forcesline  

We are here to support the person behind the uniform and your family. 

mailto:Nia.Williams264@mod.gov.uk
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Useful Hyperlinks For Information And Peace Of Mind 

Other useful links can be found here: 

HEALTH RESOURCES – European Joint 

Support Unit (ejsu.net)  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
https://www.forcessocialwork.com/
https://www.nhs.uk/
https://aff.org.uk/
https://nff.org.uk/
https://www.raf-ff.org.uk/
https://www.mindful.org/
https://www.calm.com/
https://www.anxietyuk.org.uk/
https://www.ejsu.net/health/health-resources/
https://www.ejsu.net/health/health-resources/


Joint Casualty & Compassionate Cell JCCC— Overseas Support - 

for Service Personnel and UK Based Civilians (UKBC) (excluding 

operational deployment) 

UKBC’s and Service Personnel are entitled to the same service pro�vided by the 

Employee Wellbeing Service (EWS) when serving overseas in non-operational ar-

eas as that provided to employees in the UK, although there are necessarily 

some variations for example in assisting with cases of a compassionate nature.  

 

PLEASE ENSURE ALL YOUR PERSONAL AND NEXT OF KIN DETAILS ON JPA 

AND HRMS ARE CORRECT AND UP -TO-DATE.  

 

If you or your family have a critical issue regarding an urgent return to the UK be-

cause of a critically ill close relative that requires an immediate response, you are 

to contact the Joint Casualty and Compassionate Cell (JCCC) at any time. Their 

number is: +44 1452 519 951 You must make sure that you and your family are 

aware of the arrangements for contacting the JCCC, should the need arise whilst 

you are serving overseas. You must find out about any local arrangements for 

dealing with issues of a compassionate nature when you arrive at the overseas 

location. 

 

For more information please contact your Notifying Officer, Rachael 

Lewis via the following email; EJSU-J1-Welfare-NA@mod.gov.uk  

 

Your Family can download JCCC information to there mobile phone: https://

assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/

attachment_data/file/1045850/JCCC.3.1.vcf 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1045850/JCCC.3.1.vcf
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Carnival 

Carnival (or Carnaval in Dutch) was originally a pagan holiday. The Christian church assimilated 
the feast into their calendar to mark the three days leading up to Ash Wednesday that signal 
the beginning of Lent and the fasting period before the Easter holidays. It was celebrated 
throughout the Netherlands in the past, but ever since World War II, Carnival has been           
celebrated predominantly in the Catholic provinces of North Brabant and Limburg.   

The European city most strongly        
associated with Carnival is probably 
Venice. The Dutch version is indeed a 
melting pot of Dutch traditions with   
Italian, French and German elements. It 
involves a reversal of social norms 
where revellers wear costumes, cities 
temporarily change their names, a 
Prince of Carnival is chosen, and daily 
life is put on hold to make way for    
parties! 

The highlight of the Carnival festivities is the Carnival Parade, in which a tour of large floats     
organised by local Carnival associations pokes fun at established authorities and social         
conventions. 

Where to Celebrate Carnival in the Netherlands 

This year, Carnival kicks off on Saturday, February 26, and lasts all the way through to Tuesday, 
March 1. Want to get involved in the celebrations but not sure where to start? Don't worry,     
various cities across the Netherlands will be taking part in Carnival 2022: 

Maastricht - There will be a number of events taking place in Maastricht as part of the Carnival 
celebrations, including a parade on February 27. 

Den Bosch - Celebrations in Den Bosch (renamed Oeteldonk for the festivities) will be smaller 
than normal this year, but Carnival is still happening! 

Breda - Known as Kielegat during Carnival, Breda is also planning a toned-down version of the 
event this year. 

Tilburg - The city of Tilburg (also known as Kruikenstad at this time of year) decided to cancel 
all official Carnaval events this year as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, but many bars and 
restaurants are planning their own parties to celebrate the occasion, and the Carnaval parade 
has been postponed until March 27, 2022. 

Eindhoven - Carnaval organisers in Lampegat (known more commonly as Eindhoven) decided 
to cancel the iconic parade and other large-scale events, but local business owners are      
planning their own events for those who can't wait until 2023 to celebrate. 

 

 

            Article taken from www.iamexpat.nl 

https://www.iamexpat.nl/expat-info/dutch-cities/eindhoven


New Year, New Day! 

Coffee mornings have changed–  the 

weekly coffee morning meet ups are 

now be held on a Wednesday 1130-

1300. You will still be able to sample 

the amazing goodies in the Brit Café, 

but you will also be able to collect your 

mail while you’re here too as there are 

no shortened opening times on 

Wednesdays in the Registry.  

Pop along, have a chat, make a friend 

and drink good coffee! (maybe have a 

cake too!) You can even try to persuade your lovely other halves to walk down 

the hill and have lunch with you! 

USEFUL INFORMATION- PRINT ME AND KEEP ME! 



For more information on how to register, email: ejsu-brunssum-

CLO-mailbox@mod.gov.uk 



Coming soon... please register your interest, further details will be available in the next few weeks...  

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/                                                                     

brunssumrainbows@outlook.com    

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.girlguiding.org.uk%2Finformation-for-parents%2Fregister-your-daughter%2F&data=04%7C01%7CEJSU-brunssum-clo-mailbox%40mod.gov.uk%7Ca57e6c0af11549ff591b08d9fcf0db49%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16
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*NOTE DATE CHANGE* 

Plans are underway for a Commonwealth celebration on 

Wednesday 1st June to mark the Queen’s 70th Jubilee.  

WATCH THIS SPACE FOR MORE INFORMATION... 





Keep fit, de-stress 

and stay active at 

JFC Brunssum! 




