
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Successful NAAFI Bid = Community Centre Facility Refurbishment 

Once Upon a Time, the Community Centre Facility (CCF) at our NSE was a regular place of social 

gatherings such as happy hours, barbecues, sporting events and kids groups. Unfortunately not many 

of us were here in the ‘good old days’ prior to Covid hitting Italy in February 2020.  Since then, despite 

the best efforts of the FCUK and CLO there have been limited coffee mornings with the bar opening 

just once for an ‘Intro to the NSE’, leaving a facility practically vacant.  

Having arrived into lockdown at the start of Covid, It would be 

fair to say that I ‘hesitantly’ took over as OIC CCF having not 

as much as seen the place. I was convinced by my 

predecessor Sgt Dave Ash that I was the perfect person to run 

events and generate interest in this potentially amazing social 

scene or so he described it. As the restrictions gradually lifted, 

I visited the NSE and bar area for the first time and despite 

Dave’s hype, I was left slightly underwhelmed by what lay 

before me. Yes it was a bar with a great outdoor space, however I felt the area itself certainly lacked 

character and maybe even appeal. Having frequented many a ‘social’ spot in my time, there was 

certainly potential to add to the blank white walls making the place at least feel as though we were in a 

bar (for example). Immediately the question of ‘how’ came to mind with my first thoughts leading to 

self-help. Fortunately, we have an amazing CLO who more often than not has a work around!  

Mrs Hodson, AKA CLO, informed me that the Armed Forces Covenant Fund trust, specifically the 

NAAFI fund award grants to successful applicants within the UK armed forces. Their grants are for 

projects that improve the quality of life for serving personnel and families living on or near a forces 

base. Ever the optimist, we set out to apply based on making significant improvements to the CCF as 

a whole. Initially we sent a survey to all serving personnel to gauge what they and their families would 

actually like from a CCF.  
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With ideas from bowling alley to hirable bikes suggested, the overall feel was simply that of a facility 

that was suitable yet appealing for both adults and kids. Having gathered this feedback the idea was to 

present to NAAFI on developing our current space into 3 key areas: a catering zone, an entertainment 

zone and a children’s play zone. The catering zone would be transformed to emulate a ‘Cocktail Bar’ 

theme, enabling the provision of drinks and food as well as seating for functions and regular social 

gatherings and official community meetings. The entertainment zone will host a large screen TV and 

act as a games room. The children’s play zone includes part of the entertainment zone and a grassed 

outdoor area which will be equipped with outdoor seating and BBQ facilities. The outdoor area is of 

significant importance as many personnel don’t have access to outdoor spaces in their properties.  As 

I said, all very optimistic. 

Having researched the costings associated with everything from sandpaper for the walls to new 

barbecue facilities, an inventory of potential purchases was finalized. The application process of 21 

key questions was completed online with the stipulated accompanying letter from A/SNR Wg Cdr 

Cooper to support our bid and finally I hit the ‘send’ button Jul 2021. We were informed NAAFI would 

make a decision and announce successful bids by the end of Sep. By the start of Nov, having heard 

nothing and with a feeling of trepidation I emailed our initial contact for the answer to what I thought 

was the inevitable, sorry no you were unsuccessful at this time. To my delight and slight confusion, my 

reply was to the contrary as an email informing us we had indeed been successful had been lost in 

translation. This email was re-sent with only a matter of days remaining to acknowledge that we 

accepted the funding of £15,200. I couldn’t click accept quick enough, with the funds finally reaching 

our holding account in Naples at the end of Dec 21. 

With a New Year, a clear vision of how we would like our CCF to look and money in the bank the plan 

is to start the self-help process as soon as possible, aided by the Community where possible. With 

restrictions once again looking to be relaxed, the ultimate aim would be to make the improvements by 

the Spring for hopefully a Grand reveal but more importantly an occasion for us to all come together as 

a Community.    

If you are interested in assisting with the renovations please let us know, we hope to be able to start in 

the coming weeks.  

 

Thanks, Martin ‘Baz’ Barry 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FCUK 

Dear all,  

I would like to introduce myself, for those who didn’t know, as the new Chair of the Ferrara Community 

committee; I took over from Flt Lt Kate Hemmings in Oct last year. I’d like to take this opportunity to 

publicly thank her and her team for the hard work they put into your community committee during their 

tenure, not least as they had the dubious task of dealing with COVID-19 regulations. My small core 

team and I will aim to provide you with the same level of support/service that Kate provided, and we 

will all keep our fingers crossed that pandemic regulations will soon ease enough to let life get back to 

normal.  

With normality in mind, if any of you have any ideas for events that you wish the committee to help you 

with (either financially where possible, or with coordination assistance), please do get in touch. I do, 

however, remind you that the committee is small and therefore we can’t organize and run every event, 

so we implore you (the wider community) to get involved and plan/run events; we will always try to 

assist where we can. In this Jubilee year we will also be looking at some form of celebration over the 

extended public holiday in June, so stay tuned and we hope to have some ideas on events/venues 

soon. We may only get to have a summer fayre style event; but, with the hard work that will soon be 

put into rejuvenation/renovation of the community facility that small summer fayre is bound to be a hit 

with the wider NATO community. Thank you for your time and hope to hear your ideas of what you 

would like to see/organise soon. Gavin 

Fundraising  

We are organising opportunities to raise money for the 

Alzheimer’s Society. Sgt Barry and I would like to invite 

you to attend a coffee morning bake sale in order to start 

the fundraising on Friday 4th February from 10am at the 

NSE.  

Held annually in over 600 communities worldwide, the 

Alzheimer’s memory walk is the world’s largest fundraiser for care, support and research.  

Whether you are walking for someone you know who has had Alzheimer’s, or simply walking in 

memory of someone you loved and lost, the walk brings people together for a great cause.   

This will take place on the morning off Saturday 19th March 2022. More details to follow.  

Typically the walk is 5km therefore a route around the North side of the Ferrara wall has been 

planned. Covid regulations will be reviewed prior to the walk.  

If you would like to partake in the walk, help on the day, donate or simply find out more, please contact 

Sgt Martin ‘Baz’ Barry. We would also gratefully receive any donations of baked goods for the coffee 

morning.  

More information available via the following link; https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/memorywalk  

https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/memorywalk


 

 

Local Events 

Venice Carnival  
 
An extremely popular event that takes place 
annually in Venice. There are numerous 
traditional carnival activities to enjoy. 
Throughout the weeks the famous St Mark’s 
square becomes the heart of the carnival. 
 
Pre-Carnival events will be taking place from 
12th – 19th Feb with the Carnival Program from 
19th Feb – 1st March. 
 
It is strongly recommended to monitor the 
program online for events or cancelations 
during the current restrictions.  
 
Full program and more details available at;  
 
www.visit-venice-italy.com/carnival-venice-italy-programme.html    
 

 
 
 
"FEshion Eventi" invites you to the 
fifth edition of the "Love Walk", a 
walk of love and solidarity 
organised for the "ADO 
Foundation" to be held on Sunday 
13 February, on the occasion of 
Valentine's Day! 
 

  
The proceeds from the event will be donated to the ADO Foundation, which for years has been 
involved in providing high quality palliative care to people with oncological pathologies or with other 
chronic developmental pathologies in an advanced stage at home, in outpatient clinics and hospice, 
taking care of the patient and family members. 
 
Cost is € 10 with sweet surprise and heart-shaped balloon to wear during the walk.  
 
The walk will take place in compliance with current legislation.  Participants are required to be in 
possession of a green pass and to wear the ffp2 mask. 
 
Full program info and tickets available here; www.feshioneventi.it/prodotto/love-walk/     
 

http://www.visit-venice-italy.com/carnival-venice-italy-programme.html
http://www.feshioneventi.it/prodotto/love-walk/


 

 

Covid update  

Emilia Romagna is currently in the Yellow Zone. The current restrictions are in place; 
 
-Mandatory use of masks inside and outside except for under 5s 
-Compulsory use of FFP2 masks on public transport, in theatres and cinemas and for sporting events.  
-Super green pass required to access certain services e.g restaurants, bars, hotels, sports facilities 
and ski lifts. 
 
With the ever-changing restrictions we recommend the following websites in order to keep up to date; 
 
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/italy/coronavirus  
 
https://covidzone.info  
 
https://www.salute.gov.it/portale/nuovocoronavirus/dettaglioContenutiNuovoCoronavirus.jsp?lingua=e
nglish&id=5367&area=nuovoCoronavirus&menu=vuoto  
 
 

Community  

 

Community Volunteers required for help running the NATO Parent, 
Baby & Toddler Playgroup on Wednesday mornings during term 
time. The group is completely voluntary and not-for-profit, and 
needs your support for the smallest members of our community. If 
you think you can help in any capacity, whether that be in person 
at the group, baking, fundraising or anything else, please contact 
Rachel Jackson. 
 
 

 
EJSU.Net 
 
We would very much welcome some constructive feedback with regards 
to the poggio pages on EJSU.Net. What we have currently is the first 
draft and we would love to have the community’s support to build on this. 
Please get in touch with the CLO if you have any feedback that we can 
build upon. We would also appreciate your feedback on the ‘Poggio 
Health’ Guide that we currently have.  
 
The guides can be found at the following link; 
https://www.ejsu.net/poggio-guides/   
 

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/italy/coronavirus
https://covidzone.info/
https://www.salute.gov.it/portale/nuovocoronavirus/dettaglioContenutiNuovoCoronavirus.jsp?lingua=english&id=5367&area=nuovoCoronavirus&menu=vuoto
https://www.salute.gov.it/portale/nuovocoronavirus/dettaglioContenutiNuovoCoronavirus.jsp?lingua=english&id=5367&area=nuovoCoronavirus&menu=vuoto
https://www.ejsu.net/poggio-guides/


 

 

Ferrara Community Library 
 
We are pleased to advise that the Ferrara community Library is now back in the NSE and better than 
ever. It has been refreshed with some wonderful new additions, a huge thanks to Steph for 
successfully securing the funding for this.  
 
In order to access the Library books please follow the below process; 
 
You will need to download the free Bookshelf - 
Your virtual library app from the app store 
 
Log in using the email access address; 
poggiopageturners@hotmail.com 
 
Use the password; ferrara1 
 
Click on shelves 
 
Click on Ferrara Adult or Junior Library 
 
You can then browse through the library and if 
you click on something you think you might like, it will come up with details of the book and a brief 
description. If you see something you would like to borrow and read, send an email with your name 
and chosen book selection to poggiopageturners@hotmail.com. 
 
We can organise how you get your book whether that is through PR, picked up from the NSE or 
delivered to you. Now that the Library has returned to the NSE you can also come along, view the 
books on the shelf if preferred then we can check it out online for you. 
 
Depending on interest, it may also be feasible to start running a new community book club. If anyone 
is interested in attending or assisting with the organisation of this please contact the CLO.  
 
We hope this new venture helps to improve access to the books for the whole community but mainly 
that everyone can enjoy reading some new ones! 
 
We will continue to ensure the correct measures are put into place inline with local restrictions and 

guidance. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact myself or Stephanie        
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