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If you wish to bring a cat or dog into Spain, the animal must have been vaccinated for rabies 

at least 30 days, but no more than 12 months, prior to its entry. Since Brexit, there are new 

rules and procedures to follow for ALL pets, including an Export Health Check and an Export 

Application Form which will need signing by a registered vet. Please follow this link for more 

information.

Before you bring a new pet into your home you must ask permission and register the dog 

with DIO on your application for your SSFA/SSLA.

Certain breeds of dogs are banned, for example; Pit Bulls, Staffordshire Bull Terriers and 

American Staffordshire Terriers. 

The following animals are also prohibited from being pets in Spain; Parrots, Hedgehogs, 

Vietnamese Pigs, Racoons and Lovebirds.

A new Animal Protection Law was passed in January 2022, with new legislation aiming to 

improve the safety and wellbeing of pets in Spain. You can read about the new rules here. It 

will be compulsory for all pets to be registered and have their own National Identity 

Document (in addition to a microchip). Dog owners will also need to complete a training 

course to prove they have the required knowledge to properly train and handle their pet. It 

will be a free online course, which will be promulgated as soon as it has been released. In 

addition, dog owners must also have civil liability insurance.

In Spain, there are certain legal requirements set out by the Directorate-General for Traffic 

(Art. 11.2), although the law is not very clear about how dogs should travel. Dogs can travel 

in cars as long as they do not hamper the driver’s movement, obstruct their field of vision or 

distract their attention from the road, and the only way of guaranteeing these conditions are 

met is by restraining the dog.

Different options are better suited to different sized dogs. The best retention systems for

dogs are:

• Grill Putting the dog in the boot and separating it with a grill will allow it to move around 

freely. However, there is a very high probability of serious injury in the event of an 

accident.

• Harnesses There are two types: single and two-point harnesses. The first type is not 

100% reliable because they can break in a collision and the dog could be thrown 

forwards. The second is safer, as the two points of attachment would prevent the dog 

from moving in the event of an accident.

• Transport cage Probably the safest way of travelling with a dog in the car is a transport 

cage.

For current, up to date information and advice about travelling with pets please visit the Gov 

website.

https://www.gov.uk/taking-your-pet-abroad/travelling-to-a-noneu-country
https://spanishnewstoday.com/20-things-pet-owners-are-now-prohibited-from-doing-under-the-new-animal-protection-law-in-spain_1724659-a.html?fbclid=IwAR3-jyl7TAH0PmA11yI3CTejL2aJqcjdpGF5ctOyjfAiKUKHhwTCkKrs-DQ
https://www.gov.uk/taking-your-pet-abroad

