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Housing

Both married and single living accommodation is located in Ulm. The 
houses are private hirings located within the area of Ulm. Depending on 
your circumstances and requirements you will be allocated a hiring by 
DIO. For single and unaccompanied personnel, you have the option to 
have a fully-furnished apartment or unfurnished as required. 

Use of Electrical Adaptors 

Below is information from the GEO SHEF manual regarding the use of 
electrical adaptors at the workplace or within residential accommodation:
It is common practice for UK based personnel to use electrical plugs mains 
adaptors to enable a 3 pin UK appliance to be plugged into a German 2 
pin socket, normally to avoid cutting off a useable plug and perhaps 
invalidating the warranty. However, not all such adaptors are actually fit 
for purpose for use with all appliances i.e. their power rating is too low. 
To meet the duty of care, it is GEO policy that all electrical adaptors used 
within the workplace or within residential accommodation must be fit for 
purpose and safe to use. UK 3 pin to German 2 pin adaptors connected to 
appliances that have a high current rating; for example, kettles, washing 
machines, dishwashers and tumble dryers must therefore at least be 
clearly marked ’13 Amp’ (this equates to a max of 3 Kw at 230V) and be 
earthed on both sides. Such adaptors, which are available from all main 
German electrical shops, can normally also be used for most types of 
household appliances unless otherwise stated in the manufacturer’s 
instructions. Adaptors which do not show the current rating (amps) are 
not to be used in any circumstances. It is best practice to have all adaptors 
showing ratings and rated as described above, thus allowing flexibility of 
use and reducing risk.



Appliances which require high amperage or which must be earthed, 
whether using an adaptor or not, must be plugged into their own 
wall socket and never into a multi-socket extension lead. They must 
not be connected to adaptors that can take two UK 3 pins plugs as 
this can overload the socket.
Travel adaptors such as those for multi-country use are not suitable 
for appliances that require an earth connection and, as the name 
implies, are really for travel use. They may only be used with double 
insulated appliances; these will be marked with a symbol. Therefore, 
appliances that require an earth connection or high amperage 
should be connected to the mains by use of an appropriately 
marked and earthed adaptor. The MoD supplied multi-pin travel 
adapter NSN Z32 5935 99 147 2536 is only to be used for travelling 
purposes and not for permanent use.
The use of an adaptor that is of sub-standard or inferior quality may 
overheat causing injury or damage to the appliance, the wall 
sockets and electrical circuits and possibly in worse case a fire.
The use of inappropriate adaptors in barracks or in single living 
accommodation is not permitted. Any such adapters must be 
permanently taken out of use and the socket used visually checked 
for damage, which must be reported. Damaged sockets must not be 
used until professionally repaired and declared safe to use. If there 
are any concerns about electrical safety at your place of work or in 
your accommodation then this is to be reported immediately in 
accordance with local instructions.
Legal advice is that occupants of MoD accommodation (be it in the 
workplace or at home) will be liable to the MoD for the cost of 
repairing any damage caused by improper or inappropriate use, 
including use contrary to the guidance set out in this leaflet of 
electrical adaptors used by the occupants within the 
accommodation. The MoD will also seek to recover from such 
occupants all costs, claims, expenses and damages incurred as a 
result of claims by third parties alleging injury or damage caused by 
the improper or inappropriate use of adaptors.

Please see here for further information from DIO.

https://www.ejsu.net/dio/



