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Driving

DRIVING

It is illegal to cross German pedestrian crossings when the red pedestrian light is on. 

Offenders risk a fine and payment of all costs in the event of an accident. 

There is an environmental zone (Umweltzone) in some inner city centres. Only vehicles 

meeting specific exhaust emission standards are allowed to enter the zone and they must 

display their Umweltzone sticker in order to do so. You will receive your Umweltzone sticker, 

registration and new number plates from the VLO.

If you wish to drive in Germany you must carry a valid driving license, insurance and vehicle 

documents with you in the vehicle at all times. You are also expected to carry a first aid kit, 

red warning triangle and a hi-vis vest for each occupant of the vehicle. If the vehicle does not 

belong to the driver, written permission from the registered owner may also be requested. 

The minimum age for driving a car in Germany is 18.

Please also be aware that under new regulations the GB sticker is no longer valid and has 

been replaced by the UK sticker

CYCLING

Whilst out and about in the towns of Germany you will notice that cycling is an extremely 

popular activity. You will also notice that there are dedicated cycle lanes, either for sole use 

by the cyclist or the pavement is divided for the pedestrian and the cyclist. It is advised when 

walking to keep off the cycle paths, and avoid cycling the wrong way down a road/path as the 

police may stop you and fine you.

Getting caught cycling whilst under the influence of alcohol has serious implications in 

Germany. Not only can German authorities confiscate your driving licence, they may also 

order an MPA (Medical-Psychological Assessment). If you fail to pass the MPA, the 

authorities will automatically revoke your licence.



Public Transport

BUSES, TRAMS AND LOCAL TRAINS (DING – SWU)

Ulm und Neu-Ulm have a very well developed public transportation system. The SWU 

(Stadtwerke Ulm; the company running the municipal bus and tram lines), several 

companies from the region and the Deutsche Bahn (German Rail) have joined their services 

to form the DING (Donau-Iller-Nahverkehrsverbund-GmbH). Within the DING area, which 

reaches out almost 50 km into the surroundings of Ulm, you may use different companies 

and means of transportation with the same ticket. The DING area is divided into several 

zones (Waben). The price of a ticket depends on the number of zones you will cross. The 

whole city area of Ulm and Neu-Ulm forms one zone (Wabe 10/20) with standard prices.

There are also night buses in Ulm, which operate during the nights before Saturdays and 

Sundays as well as before bank holidays.

Routes, tickets and fares for the entire DING area (only in German!)

Timetables, routes and maps for Ulm und Neu-Ulm, incl. night buses (only in German!)

Single ticket: within the city area of Ulm/Neu-Ulm or one zone (Wabe). If you want to go to 

other destinations, check the zone map or refer to the ID number (on a list at the DING 

ticket machine) of the place you want to go to.

Day ticket: for one person or group of up to five people for the city area of Ulm/Neu-Ulm. 

Single day tickets are valid the whole day, group tickets are valid from 8.30 a.m. on 

weekdays and on the whole day on weekends/bank holidays.

Weekly tickets and monthly tickets are available for different numbers of zones and are 

valid until 12 p.m. on the first working day of the following week or month. 

You are advised to have a valid ticket before you enter a bus or a train. You can buy your 

ticket from a ticket machine near the bus stop or the train station or from the bus driver. 

There are also some ticket machines on the tram. Travelling without a valid ticket in the 

DING area will result in a fine of up to € 60.00.

The current rates for single, day, weekly and monthly tickets can be found here (only in 

German!).

https://www.ding.eu/
https://www.swu.de/privatkunden/produkte-leistungen/mobilitaet/
https://www.ding.eu/de/fahrscheine-und-preise/preisrechner/


White Fleet Vehicles

WHITE FLEET VEHICLES

The NSE also has a few White Fleet vehicles which can be booked through the VLO for 

work related duties.

To book a vehicle from the White fleet a Transport Request needs to be filled in on 

ejsu.net here and you must have an active mydrive account. Please speak to the VLO for 

further details.

https://www.ejsu.net/travel-authorisation-form/

