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DONT DRINK AND DRIVE                      
        DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE (ALCOHOL) 

 

 From 0.5 ‰ to 0.8 ‰: from € 179 and a driving ban of 3 hours. 

 From 0.8 ‰ to 1.0 ‰: € 420 and a driving ban for 6 hours and possibly a 15-day driving 

ban                  

 From 1.0 ‰ to 1.2 ‰: € 578 and a driving ban for 6 hours and possibly a 15-day driving ban     

  More than 1.2 ‰: € 1,260. If summoned by the public prosecutor: € 1,600-16,000 and / or a      

disqualification from driving from 8 days to 5 years. 

 

  The German alcohol laws are very strict, thus the punishment for drink driving is 
particularly harsh. The fines go from € 500 to € 1500. Additionally, long driving bans are imposed and 
multiple points are recorded. 

A driver who is caught with 1.1 mg/ml or higher commits a criminal offence and is taken to court. A car 
driver who is at least 21 years old and has his or her driver’s licence for at least 2 years has a legal 
alcohol limit of 0.5 mg/ml. There is no traffic violation existent up to this limit, as long as the driving 
style is not suspicious or endangers others. Adolescents under 21 have a legal limit of 0.0 mg/ml: they 
are not allowed to drink any alcohol, if they want to operate a vehicle afterwards. The same is valid for 
new drivers, who have had their licence for less than two years. 

     The Netherlands has strict drink driving laws, allowing only 220 micrograms per litre of 
exhaled breath or 0.5 grams of alcohol per litre of blood. Drunk drivers are fined; the fee varies 
depending on the seriousness of the offence. 

It is also illegal to allow a person to drive if they are over the limit. 

• Note: It is also technically illegal to ride a bicycle when over the limit, although this law is 
rarely enforced. Fines for being 'Drunk in Charge of a Bike' range up to €140 

Drivers who cause death by driving under the influence of alcohol may be charged with up to six 
years in jail. Injuring someone while drunk behind the wheel of a car carries a prison sentence of up to 
3 years. 

Refusing to take a breathalyser test may incur penalties. Police have the authority to confiscate a 
vehicle if the driver is caught doing excessive speeds or driving while over the alcohol limit. 

Please note that a Jail sentence of maximally 3 months, A fine of the third 
category (2016: min-€ 8.200) 
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A community punishment order and a disqualification from driving for 
maximally 5 years 

 

The law on drink driving is tough in Turkey, with 0.05% being the legal alcohol limit. 
And that only applies if you are driving alone - if you have a passenger, your system must be 
completely free of alcohol. 
 
If you are caught exceeding the level, you will be fined depending on whether it is your first, second or 
third offence, starting at ₺480 (€141) plus the suspension of your license. Allegedly, there is also the 
chance of being taken 20 miles out of town and being forced to walk home under police escort as a 
punishment. 

Spain’s drink driving laws are stricter than the UK. In Spain the legal limit is 
0.5mg of alcohol per ml of blood. In the UK, the limit is 0.8mg. Spanish rules also dictate that new 
drivers have to adhere to lower levels. If the results obtained from the breathalyser test exceed 0.25 
milligrams per litre (0.15 for professional drivers and drivers with less than two year's driving 
experience), the driver will receive a €500 fine. 
 
Should the test register an amount above 0.5 milligrams (0.3 for professionals and inexperienced 
drivers) or if the driver has been fined for the same reason in the previous 12 months, the fine doubles 
to €1,000. The driver will also lose their driving license for a specified period of time. 
 

Important Advice! 
 
Do not refuse to take a breathalyser test. To do so is an independent criminal 
offence, for which you will be charged, in addition to the prior offence of driving while 
under the influence of alcohol. 
 

 
 

Severe fines for drunk driving. Penalty: €250 - €1250 fine if blood alcohol level in range 0.5 g/l - 0.8 
g/l. See Note 1. Penalty: €500 - €2500 fine if blood alcohol level in range 0.8 g/l - 1.2 g/l or if medical 
or expert report determines that the driver is under the influence of alcohol. Portuguese drive on the 
right side of the road. The use of safety belts is always compulsory. Driving and drinking is not 
recommended. When you drive the legal maximum alcohol level is restricted to 0.5g/l, the equivalent 

of a small beer. 
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France has very strict rules concerning drink-driving; the legal blood alcohol 
limit is 0,5g/l of blood. If during a police check, your level of alcohol is found at between 0,5 and 0,8 g, 
you may be fined up to 135 €. The blood-alcohol drink-drive limit in France is 0.5 grams/litre (lower 
than the English limit of 0.8g), and means that you can be breaking the law on one or two glasses of 
wine. You are liable for prosecution if you are over or equal to this limit. 

 

Alcohol laws are very strict, and penalties from driving under the influence are 
severe. The legal limit is 0,02% blood alcohol and applies to the driver of any motorized vehicle. In 
Norway if you have a blood alcohol content of . 02-. 05 you can lose your license for up to one year 
and receive a fine equal to one month's salary (if your level is over . 05 you will almost always pay at 
least Kr 10,000—or $1,250 at the exchange rate of 1 USD = 8 NOK). 

 
 
 
 

Think! Are you REALLY safe to drive the morning 
after? 

 

During the festive season, we’re all being reminded of the risk of driving the morning after drinking 
alcohol. 

Whilst the vast majority of us wouldn’t consider driving after drinking alcohol on a night out, have 
you ever got into a car to drive the next morning, without knowing whether you were really safe 
to do so? 

It takes a lot longer than most of us think for alcohol to pass through the body – on average, 
about one hour per unit of alcohol, though this can vary depending on a number of factors. 

So, while you might not normally dream of driving after drinking, you may be running the real risk 
that you get in the car the next morning and are still over the legal limit. 

How long after drinking will I be safe to drive? 

Morning after” offences accounted for almost 14% of all drink driving incidents a decade ago, but 
that figure now exceeds 20%, according to Department for Transport data. The consequences of 

being convicted of DUI are severe. It has increased year upon year and deaths are going This 
includes people going about everyday activities such as driving to work, popping to the shops or 
doing the school run. 
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The Morning After campaign, which has been running for several years, is designed to help 
normally responsible people avoid the risk of a drink drive conviction – or worse still, cause a 
collision or casualties while ‘over the limit’ – by highlighting how long it takes for alcohol to pass 
through the body. 

Any amount of alcohol affects your ability to drive safely, the best advice is not to drink anything 
if you are driving and don’t drink heavily of you have to drive the following day. 

Although it varies from person to person, the following is a guide to how much time you may 
need to allow before you pick up those car keys: 

 

 

 

 

 

 


