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Brunssum and GK  

Community  

Newsletter 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas…. 

 

 And there’s still lots going on! Not only is the main Christmas function 

on 9 December, but there’s also the Commander’s Christmas Market on 15 

December and a Festive Family Friendly Friday on 16 December on top of all 

the Christmas markets, parades and other activities going on in the wider JFC 

Brunssum area. Keep your eyes on social media and share as much as       

possible when you know of something fun going on. 

 Once again the UK’s population in Brunssum has grown as Mary-Jane 

and Jamie Ley and Kori and Sarah Ricketts welcomed new babies in            

November. Congratulations! 

 Just a year ago, the Netherlands went back into lock-down, which is     

almost impossible to imagine as things seem so different this year. That said, 

there have been a number of cases in the community recently, and we are a 

long way from being COVID-free, so don’t forget all the good practises that 

became second nature in 2020/21! 

 For many of us, the summer break feels like a long time ago and we are 

looking forward to some much needed rest and relaxation over the festive 

period. We also know that Christmas can be a time of stress as we try to 

pack lots into a 2-week break. Don’t forget to enjoy the moments that 

matter and take time to unwind. 

 We have tried to include some useful information to get you through the 

festive period, so keep this newsletter handy just in case! 

 

Your NSE Team 

December 2022 
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If you know of anything else that’s going on in the local  

community, please share it with us on Facebook or WhatsApp 
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Pest Control 
With the growing popularity of bird feeding, occupants of Service properties are now 
faced with an “interesting” problem – Rats and Mice. The nasty rodents are attracted 
easily by the seeds and old bread people use to feed birds, turning themselves into un-
wanted house guests.  

So, how does one protect their property from hungry intruders? 

Rodents are always looking for food, so can we blame them for trying to steal some 
bird seeds? It’s in their nature to constantly be on the lookout for food, so it’s safe to 
say that mice and rats will most likely eat anything they get their tiny hands on. With 
that in mind, we all know that rodents usually carry lots of diseases that can endanger 
both people and the birds you are trying to feed. 

Store bird Food/seeds properly 

Galvanised metal bins with a secure lid is ideal. Rodents like to chew holes through 
different textures and materials, even wood, rubber, and low-grade concrete, and while 
it’s not impossible for them to penetrate metal containers, the task will become harder. 
Keep the bins in a shed, and do not place them in your home to avoid inviting rodents 
there. 

Good Garden Hygiene. 

Don’t leave any scraps of food/bread on the ground . Brush away and tidy up any dis-
carded bird food under your feeders. Don’t overfill your feeders in the first place. Keep 
bins and bin areas secure and inaccessible to rodents. Do not leave pet food or food for 
Hedgehogs out in the garden, especially overnight. 

Please note, if a Pest control officer is called out by DIO to deal with a vermin issue at 
your property and its established that its down to bird feeders and food sources that 

Outside taps 
It's the time of year when you need to find out how to protect an outside tap from 
freezing –  

1. Close the shut-off valve indoors. 
2. Drain the tap. 
3. Insulate the outside tap. 
4. Put a insulated cover over the tap (old jumper/t-shirt) and cover with a plastic bag 
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Stay safe this Christmas 
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Autumn Leaves Competition Winner 

Congratulations to Oliver Catchpole for his fantastic entry to the autumn leaves 

competition—we loved it!  Please drop by the CLO office to collect your prize of a 

BFBS football! 
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What is the Brunssum International Club and why would I join?  

 The Brunssum International Club (BIC) is open to all NATO ID holders and spouses. It 
meets monthly for Coffee and Culture mornings, hosted by different delegations and runs 

various events throughout the year.  Membership is 12 Euros for the year.  For more in-
formation, including how to sign up, head to www.jfcbic.com   
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AFNorth Christmas Fayre—A message from the School: 

November 26th’s Christmas Fayre was a resounding success. After a 3 year 
Covid break it was wonderful to see so many happy faces and feel the buzz of 
excitement once again. We are so grateful for the support from the British com-
munity which helped make the day such a success. We were delighted that Gen-
eral Miglietta was able to come and open the fayre and took time to enjoy all 
the stalls and entertainment. Our thanks also goes to Gp Capt Matt Roberts for 
drawing the Raffle. 

 

The support and generosity of the Community has raised over €7000 for the 
school. These additional funds allow us to provide an enriched curriculum to our 
pupils from school  trips to extra resources in our classrooms.  

 

The children are busy decorating their clogs ready for Sinterklaas’s visit next 
week and preparations are underway for the Early Years’ Christmas Show on 
16th December. Christmas parties are planned for last day of term for the chil-
dren on December 22nd  

Travel—What documents do I need? 

Along side your passport, you should have: 

SOFA card—Service Personnel should apply for SOFA cards for themselves and their      

eligible family members on arrival. If you don’t yet have yours, please contact the        

personnel office in the NSE. 

Resident’s Card—You can apply for this at the ‘Alien Registration’ office on camp. You will 

need to make an appointment to have biometric details taken. If you don’t yet have one, 

you may wish to apply. It will not arrive before Christmas, but get the ball rolling.  

If you are travelling with children not accompanied by both parents, or where family 

members have different surnames, you should also have a letter with you. You can down-

load the template from the Dutch Government website: www.government.nl/documents/

forms/2016/06/17/consent-letter-for-minors-travelling-abroad You may also want to carry supporting    

documentation such as marriage and birth certificates.  

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.government.nl%2Fdocuments%2Fforms%2F2016%2F06%2F17%2Fconsent-letter-for-minors-travelling-abroad&data=05%7C01%7CGSO-EJSU-Netherlands-Community%40mod.gov.uk%7C40c6cab5dbe64f3aea7c08dad378ce2
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.government.nl%2Fdocuments%2Fforms%2F2016%2F06%2F17%2Fconsent-letter-for-minors-travelling-abroad&data=05%7C01%7CGSO-EJSU-Netherlands-Community%40mod.gov.uk%7C40c6cab5dbe64f3aea7c08dad378ce2
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We all hope that you’ll have a safe and Merry Christmas, 

but just to be on the safe side, why not cut out and keep 

the numbers above on your fridge? You can also download 

a virtual card for JCCC. Just google JCCC  or go to 

www.gov.uk/guidance/joint-casualty-and-compassionate-

centre. 

Do you have enough prescription drugs to see you through 

the holiday period? If not, get in touch with your medical 

centre to arrange a new prescription. Think about stocking 

up on basics like Calpol, paracetamol, ibuprofen and       

antacids and checking the contents of your first aid kit!  
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Support Contacts 

In addition to contacting your CLOs, JFC Welfare Champions and the NSE, there 

are organisations and people who can help in many ways.  

Please take note of the below welfare points of contact for future use: 

For details on multiple available supporting organisations, and to contact the EJSU 

welfare team, please visit: www.ejsu.net/welfare   

Padre:   

Maj. Nia Williams: Email: Nia.Williams264@mod.gov.uk   

European Welfare Officer (EWO) 

Ann Mckenzie 

Office:  0032 (0) 6544 8082  

Mobile:  0032 (0) 478 97 02 80 

Email Address: annmarie.mckenzie114@mod.gov.uk  

SSAFA Health Visitor, Kerry Riley: UKStratCom-DMS-DPHC-EJSU-

CEPGrp@mod.gov.uk  

Army Families Federation: ejsu@aff.org.uk 

Brunssum Hive: brunssumhive@armymail.mod.uk 

 

Did you know….?? 

There is now an electronic referral form for EJSU Welfare Services.  

In addition to reaching out directly to any of the contacts provided 

above, you can complete the form on EJSU.net to request contact from 

either a Welfare Officer or the Chaplaincy service. You can also use the 

form to refer on someone else’s behalf if you have concerns. 

Just go to EJSU.net, click on the Welfare Heading and the form can be 

found under ‘referrals’. 

mailto:Nia.Williams264@mod.gov.uk
mailto:Christopher.Jones252@mod.gov.uk
mailto:UKStratCom-DMS-DPHC-EJSU-CEPGrp@mod.gov.uk
mailto:UKStratCom-DMS-DPHC-EJSU-CEPGrp@mod.gov.uk

